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'' I^ra8'borii4tlbliSfiif;'tte first'tA1ti|'I 
-iwtoemWrof'HiHiIdh66<i'"te;i^^ ati fti'- 
* mate of a school at MonastiSrEveati; abotit 
'ferty miles from Duttfh.'^, «Wlibii'ci myMt 
'ited' two fiistftw were' "''6rie d%y, 'forwarded 
-to JbuMin, and iijpped'.to' lAterpMy con- 
ilgnotftd 1Jh6' landlord of my-father's board- 
ing' .honse. We arrived in flid evening, 
<«»d be earned lis to the circns. I can re- 
*>iteUect, to diitinetiy as thoii^ itf were'yes- 
^terdiiiyvaj'iihiiakh^^VifttoniahjdeAt tt what 
'^spjlewed to'ine, ih» n^agnifieence' 6f the 
•bailAi6g^eh#fgte*««^"M^t, thiB ^g^otrs 
4in$elioraament6,>andmbre tii4n iill; 'tiie 0u- 
jftrhtuMOFftidtsidf itfie i4% • Tha droHeri^ 
-«€ tii4 dlirwn Med hie jvrith a ^iSO^h^d^- 
l^^ht^ wlkkfar^^iii^Iiii'ftft^ jeiKTshaflfnir- 
alelted. I thonj^Vt ih^'tiderB tbi^'tBOstTe- 
^arkablQ andJ«nviiA)|e'tb^gB thsA >Wer 
•1iil(ft>en^: iipon^' 'iHid rib|^M«-fiys"j»tii- 
«liottoir not t WlMi^I' Was Mt^battmettfif 
^6 t»ai^ m^ my^ ttioAiiiri stiflf' • pltir^ 



'fifpai^liii^'Viti jfewefls^as pointed out*"tt> 
me &siMt' mother; { would iiat have ^- 
cHanged my parentage for that of a dnti 
t "ccwildhit'dly tfefiiin fh>m throwing' riiy- 
self into the nng, lb assert befbreihe aiidt 
ence, ray clam to^apotticfn of their ap- 
plause, as the son of the person they wer^ 
so loudly cheenng. 

Oiir first meeting wfth our parents, aflet 
a five years separation, took place in ray 
raoih^Jr'i drtssing-fobm. 'She stifled out 
erpreaisions bf"wondier at* hef 'princely vo- 
cation, by maternal car^e^ses, mor^ tendcBr 
ahd repeated than gentle. ' J 
. 'tapent'iftout ay^ar*Wi^ mjr piitott, 
aAd'tlt^n^lirQiit ill cbn^any with' ^n vneU, 
Wtt6 Was' aliio an equ^istriarij- itf * Londoti. 
'Myithlfclft'dM 'n<rt knavery stWctJ'^ 
lip^ridUlfc, and I flpent inf tfane^ in loiiag- 
ing'kbCbtDbi^tfbrd sinidWapJ*ftg< (ISuiw 
{r«ffti^ed iMk IA^iaiiiitJiBM>lMlbit&««4(vl% 
and, at length, Captain Salmon, of the9^p 
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Pbcenix, took a fancy to me, and without 
tbe ktiowledge or consent of anj of my 
friends, I shipped as cabin boy on board 
his TesseL 

A short time aflter I join^l hi^ a| I^|t- 
ford, she mQved down to Woolwich, to 
take in live freight, being chartered by 
government for the transportation of fe- 
male con vide t<^ Sotap^ B^y, , 

QereFwere \^fi h^qdre^ "ladies ?-^for' 
10 I suppose we are bound to style them — 
put on board of ship for the purpose of 
being conveyed many thousand miles from 
their native land, and what was probably 
worse for them, obliged to labor ^honestly 
for their bread. A few of them appeared 
to regret Cheirfi^te, and perhaps were about 
to^jieave sweethearts behind them. But 
the majority appeared t^ revel in the pros- 
|)(ect of a change of scene, and doubtless 
thought themselves peculiarly fortunate in 
,0S,ing able to take ^ voyage^ree of expense. 
If occasionally a cloud would pas9 over 
^eir minds at the thought of leaving dear 
friends behind, it was quickly dispelled by 
.the reflection that a re^unioa with those 
friends at Botany Bay was more than 
probable. 

After a passage of five months, we came 
within sight of the rocky heads of Sydfney 
'dove. Here was a me^g pi friends ; 
andf if on. leaving the shores of old . Bug- 
land, there hl^ been some tears diopppl 
at the severing of attached hearts, they were 
««ii}]|ly Qon^i^^iBtefdiby the- joypps giwet- 
.iR|ttk.whiQh.i«ttei»df4 owr «^v4 at B^qy 



After lingering abont this place awhile, 
I shipped on board a vessel called the Ci^ 
Packet, Capt. Dillon, bound on a whaling 
cruise. She was a half-rigged brig, of W . 
t\fe|n |[n| a^4wo hundred tons, and was 
owned by a Mr.^Haynes, who had former- 
ly been a convict 

At that time the Sydney whalers were 
almost thf only r^^sekthat cruised tor the 
nftrth of ^ew HQlUn^; shce then ihe 
American and English whalers have made 
free with ^ leviathans that sport in those 
waters. 

In the Cape Packet, seven of the handa 
were natives of the south sea Islands, call- 
ed kcu^OtS* W^ had beei^ five months 
on the ground and werei ta)cing the jac]^t 
from the last whale necessary for comply-* 
ting our cargo, when a white- squall caoM 
frothing along the water, until the sea look- 
ed, a» far as the eye could reach, as if , H 
was filled with white cats coming to take 
our vessel by storm.* As the squall $traak 
us, we fell upon our beam-ends. All wm 
now confusion.; the vessel lay with he^ 
keel out of water, straggling and worMog 
like a living thing against the power «f 
the elements. Another momcfnt and tbla 
topsail*and jib wfsnt to tatters ; her ligbt 
^Murs sna|>ped and fell to ledw^fd; Use 
first Airy of the squall was over ; the M- 
sistance of our vessel to the wind was le^ 
sened, and she righted, quiverfpg and trem- 
bling. A'ateadiQi' gld^, aecomp&hied by 
fthun<let^an4 j^btning^followed ; yet Fh<^ 
Lwe foqstrMt^ this s|orm< With the -koni^ 
^ .tb(9 :yUte s^^uiiUy.wa indulged* feeling 



JAM1B8 Vj cmmsmXM^vBmmjiaw^AijarnmnBSR. 
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batmotti«^tary,fbr the appalling fflok ma 
almost^ kMkiadii^ely woertained IhatiinMSff* 
ed and twen Ip^ ik^'Us^i^ip^tf ova'^maMA' 
\»^ rapidly ffijng! ^ v • • ' 
«^<B0f<»re ire eotdd deartihe- Mm iaad 
q(ittttierbc»attf if r^ftttlM davit taoUesi iheiz^ 
k^li^were in the waier, anci our utoiost 
exertion ''^as ne^atoarjf to^pi-eyent' them 
l%hig sWiubp^ unKiierT the' 'davit hea^i: 
Babh of IhecrewiobtlMlted^is ertm^KdHj. 
Weatripped the hunieBs'cadc-.^f its oon- 
tents and shoTed. aWsa^ liroin- alongsidjei dn 
hiBte; tO'es«ape*tlib voitex -which we sup- 
posed wmild be isaused hy h^r sinking; 
W^Diight hoPfre^r): hare'Veefifpaore den 
iil>ehite, as ev^b^ after she w«f itratei^-log- 
gfsd, we could, while daylight laated^ s^e 
the: stamps of hef 'masts. 

In 'the boat with cbysdlf w«i« fiyie fit the 
kattakas. We put into the boat from the 
Tessel^ only some pork and beef fiiom the 
harness cask ; but every whale-boat is sup- 
plied with a compass^ ^ tinder-box, and' a 
water k^, in Addition (to the Iif>paralu8 ibr 
deeitt^ying whfl^ The water keg, iMf- 
^r, 'was nearly empty, andtheeioitement 
•df^ danjger aad/eseiq^^pwduoedi auch al 
thint on tire part of{thekafiU:a8,4liat£they 
drank fill the wabit befoi^ I fek %k inoH 
nation* to dH4k< -this did' iwt vet «!£ 
much as I believed we were only, abovlti 
ffffey Rxiles fronl ihe lam};* We were hfow 
ev€fr, foiif days iiu^aehidgii^ asd^ -ditring: 
tbk time, fiMHr of my •kanaka compmiimB; 
died of^blm%tt(b;eiliaMtefe' ^HViMim- 
^^kinal^ft^mM «^iM^ri«ha.^y. 



halt <me thatt died* el .abiiddered) 
with diigu^ smd he ;gaye otQr,..flie.tid«i(r 
IketttlMai we were hi:ai|^iiof. lan^i^ln;!? 
$6«obif4etely i^^^aiisted froiB[ kiiD|fet^ fa^i ^i^.^ 
iignk^ andJwantr'bf :|leep^ 4iiat aire miUd Ad ^ 
longffrv>faiidie ^«xertiott it^ readh'/it Mj^- 
wrists were swollen and veatk;; say feel! 
haviig been itt'thel^atei* at the bottom' of 
the boat, irereshHvdled and riiw« We x»-' 
i signed 'Jour>boat't6 the merpy of ttie waves, > 
and weretdiiiled cm shore to a levbl sandf *: 
beach; Hdsts of the nittLves^ who' had^ 
lemg discovered our boat asit^owly drihr^ 
ed' to- the dioce, waded outy' tdok ii :by. 'the- 
h^ and hauled it up. Some' of theoa 
inm^edfately stepped into it andplundeied) 
it qI^ every tbiDg QMviibk-v-oaifl^irons, lan- 
ces, tabs, Ibc The j^ader may be curious to 
know why they did not put oS to us in their i 
caaoet'^, babtheabongi^esof New Holland 
have »» Canoes in whids they venture 14^^; 
on the sea at. all-*— as their, boats are the 
rudest knoifp, inefficient and clumsy, lik€ 
every thing else 'belonging to "them. .. We 
were !too weak to stattd eieot, and upon 
reafchang the 'beech; aahk ih^lhe sand. We^ 
made earnest gestures for water, but ihey^ 
paid no attention to bur wants till they bad 
stripped UK- of^etfery artid« of /clothing: 
then aotoftiwat/M^ wm brQU9h<i: us in cala- 
baehea, aad atoei of tiie fif»\^ of the kim- 
garoo iaidband|6eodt.; Befreahed by these/ 
we.la{y down to{ sleap iimder the native 
b]|Hd:e4H^ ^de Atirip of bark, dAubte^H— 
and ner^if before ^as:d€»9p 1^ delightful cr 
rahiMfigJ^m^i' :, , .1 v . . ..^ 

Eigbl or..mne< psontha i|>ent ameftg 



iBr i ^\jmim^Hy(x>immsujBxrpiiaaw 



Hm^hhvn^Ay gfav^ me' timB>t0'.>6b8f|if^ 
Mkihnhks^'fot mjignoranoB 0f ttb«iboiki' 
if jr^f aifii • the ^hilaldninaB of tlM^ mdves 
« imjpecleel mijf^ |M!0gr^B8^ th2i|dt ob£k»|ned'«U 
tb«ti Ubve ia i^ikv^liiif fibmv/tbe.:pkK^' 
if|Mre tUe lOiqM pusk»b was "v^recked^r tao 
Fort Mae(jwfari« -I'M., i.- " -.v -•>•' 
At aM'alidtit Port.Maoqiiarrie,<^i|d' to 
ibsnoiih of diat aBtiementj'ilie d[)cirig^«ri 
of MJBW BbUaHd are ph)bably Imorel (WifH 
i^fttnd filthy in tiieir hablto^dlesa ao^ 
qhaibted/rrith uijthiDg like atrt^ than on 
uijr other part of ike oontiiieiit. Iii> the 
soath«vn and ureatem parts, t&e lia^T^ 
hAYB^Sotnethiffig'.like'hoiiseSy but' ih m$Af. 
erety other part oftibje confQitry, badcfthel- 
tor answenferefypiirpose, and sunder i^h 
they sleep. A large fireris built at one end 
to keep away Pdoyan, the deTil^ whose 
power is recognizod |>y all th« .iiibea. 
like many other savages, they think it 
more necessary to ourry favor with ^ir 
&6nl than to worship the. good' dpiiit» 
When a thttnder storm c(Hhes lip, they 
proejtrate themselves to the earth, and their 
Routings and«howling aoe intendodfor 
worrfiip**. • • . 

lliey are ^vided into .small tribes,^ and 
in some fe^ of thesf ^ hereditary ch^efe 
hold sway ; in ol&ers, might xoakeS' rights 
and Ihe strongest' .assert' a nde -per . foreov^ 
The connecting li^k bet'vrecM apes and 
men, they hatre g^neraliy less reseinl^Mie^' 
to llie Aftiean ni^ thanihe ^eir &a-' 
lander, and piitti^l^ly, t^en '^ld,res0B9<^ 
ble the monkey more than oObr Iv^man! 
UMi^do. Sistiitui«iliioy:am^ih0My 



H^eihl wUAltJb^ ab(k^ th^tiib^e^. 
bear im:^^iL pfopoilioil ,to tikw^ legi^f 
s^ljtkfoeiliiBbs being^skoffterfthatt^a<IiiMiQpe«Qjn 
WhilefihBrarma; fi|ip^arMh>ng^r..rLJk fwivoh 
plexion, they vary fromt^isQ^r ^Ifff 40^ 
blade 7ilte latter^fngl^enerid^ tbisieSfsi 
ferodbtifr'hioe. i!IUrrM^e*ia'>iain8ti^tJ0n^^ 
hardiyireoognifaetd, foid .ofteii diuolir^d ^ lit ; 
wiBLir/nponiketfairtbiof twins, .^tie j^ kiUr 
ed V fthd white/on Aandatfo eUPldjren <>f r 
bla6& mothenMife ;btttabBi;ed fiA 'lOon' aer 
bom, the liud^and actiogt atf.^eewlionei;.' 
and the mother; ooniBaiting, , > j 

PannibaJisiii /i3;a trait 4ftandj|iore or le^^^ 
amongiihettribesribniJl parts: of 'th€^/C0ntin 
neiit, iHtt.pnnciJ)aHy.bn-the%b«ftb«fni parts.' 
I bave seei parts 'ofhaBfiasxiibodiea jn..ti»^: 
bags Whi)di ihoybmen e^y on their bac^^ 
and am convinced, iOrom^. direct inral ae^ 
counts, in wikicHllI put etedit, ihat'e^^n 
abandoned wUite^ ruhaways, ^kfber. a resi-, 
denco with the* nativeii, learn to e^thu^an 



On my evevihnd jaimt . from the- .;p6rtibk 
coast to Port Maoquarriey-Iencouilter^y/ 
wit& :6nB iHbe, two ilnaway . conviist upo-^^ 
m^, and with' anothcar^ a 'ftonviotvOH^Q* 
brh6t^had'bec6m6rsoiittesly d9gra##d; $$ . 
to £e^ searoe. above ;tbie^..savi^* in theif^ 
habits ;tfwai^eln4xt.to i}o:€bthing, $»d: fe)| 
into their iodotelKt abA filti^L^odo 9^ »x^' 
ii^tnnbe. } > ■ : -r -.,-: .-^'l • » 
I After ^reflMningp 4t Port Maefquarrb 
9bofat bixf w«ete,(I iifaa shipped to Sydaej^ 
asa nmawayiec^niriQf. rAfy stoqr bad th^ 
}ea&iws^g|Ut,baoiAMe;iMaf(9«^'af0'i^^ mm. 



imfB tA WQONJVSU/ %m iTA^ttlBDC/ADVKKrBiBKi. 
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mc/^ badkito; Sydney, I^Mlwkfid. [^ »j 
I,%n.fd^ip(^ in ih« l^ark iJotM Bidiy 

bcv^n frop &jdmj Abo^l iMep moifihi, [iRi; 
gift in ^t t^e Bay lalandsi )^«w &ftlaiid« 
^isbpp :i^ai:94eQ».9it||hi^ ti(^;<9k,A itiHit ta 
]!!![aw^alan^^.iro9i bis re^evce f(l £«B*r. 
tiiatta, {Mit on boaid ^ m a^i»bstonar|r^ wiio/ 
waaappofinted to Strang's blaoidyOiieof the 
^fwipHnc^ jAr^hipela^o^ with hia wife and 
^V^litigffw We were to <ntv(m among the 
iUai^ds tow^rd^ J^ppff, tfiHk tUk ifitention 
ta^jffac^ t^i^ shores qf J.apuiiat a partk;-. 
«]4(r jfeaaqn.wh^n.wMl^,. wece ftuppoiKd to 
fie^qi^enttheffefi^f irafM»n.\ At eighisiontbi: 
iMftr w^ hfwi.tfyb^Rftbo^ieigbl hundred haxT 
Tfj^ pi oil, and ^pre et^ajf(Hring ^OitniikeL 
Itiong'a ;Ialan4 to l^aviO. ovl* pasoeq^^rgw 
At nig^itfall w^e ,ha4 lOiide no land, bnt 
knew from observation and the ship'a.li^^ 
that we '9;ere . withiii ,a 4a(7'3 aail <^.oue des- 
tbuttion. We.were.,bpwUogialQQg imdier 
ei^ay tml^ the inmd oa.opt .KiiMrterf kh^Ei, 



fiMel struck on' ai .^dnoealed ootid mf- 
which js not hu^ down in lihe/chHti. (Mp*^ 
Ui^ Pfckiui waf, ^ Usual, :diuak oa> Iflie' 
h^Moopy whcA. the veiael atniek. Hie 
boata wetekrwerM; biaiiwtiirtthftiMidiiiig 
the iM^oeiaary ]»i^pitation vwkk itbUk we 
PIR^iaied W taare thd resael^ the bead in 
w^.Ifidipfd mf^ fiMUked mik jbov 
iMain and 4iai^ mi ifca #eia iA>^ allio 



,ttlktf aaway Jttiie aian»ifaitiA»afadd i < to ipm 
table MAitieaA'r<{I^(ihel4M«|^itiD teyiott 
were fiise lomeB^adidhdad.w&baDdidk^li^i 
jter of the missionary. He was in the SteV 
^tbllihecaptliiii'^^iH'<dm3ftMfr 1^^^^ 
whole m^aBettpM{fr6tt(i«haif!elsSell. 1^' 
fire or sii ibc»n|>iWff kip|Liiegfi(iheiv but' 
when ihe-micNsning^dAWiietl, thek^j^aa <mlf 
dne of . ike cAhaf ^ata diiicerhible, ^9 
thatbiitfaiiUiyra-feng^iditfttMbce taH^^m^ttif 
we crested ar^wAve/ Ev^'^^ln' )ei' kitiibd^f 
idiidi most hfliye beeii #!tAin flftiBcin'^a*^ 
greds.of the-^Uator, a night passed WKbC* 
out Bleep or food, in an opeif boat, wttiiSaft' 
by a eoftimud liveal^g'c^tlte^ea oVerl^' 
jchilled<9if ftramesf %et'%«^ifaiiit, col^ 
weal^eoiddisimit^; But ^iW atiffet^ j;i|i 
of the ladiea ebgr<!)yBed mdre^-'^' our ciNT 
than our q^ t^tuation. As rsaiteteemig,- 
I folded the-shiTeHng £(6t^Iiij^\dkiightef t6' 
my bodjr wfth my- 1^ arm^ while two of 
my shipaiate^ 'assisted in protecting her by 
placing^ them^lves on each ^ dde. iPhe^ 



mother was similarly cardd for by other' 
seamen! We tendered' them parts of bur 
clothhig, but iobuld not persuade or induce 
tliem to accept anything 6f the kinVf The 



at about eigh^ o'^ock in the ei^eaing, the buffering of these women was indeed great; 



btttiiiall thdit'iiteiel^oA' they t>ore holy 
teWahiony tO'tte "eftcacy of that religion 
Who's€f messengers 'they w^; their forti- 
tt(d#Ml{§^]H'ha^^e?ei]f'fiome of theiir 
male wik>(SiUiB hi miisfortune to the blush/ 
On sK{>b6ilrtf, before our iklWortune, the- 
d&d^oet atld filling matlner in which they 
Itrbte 'to iaij^eaA' npon rude sailoni the 
imaio^im^if, had ei>^i^'ced all bf &€&' 



Mk 



ijaBa\w:jyamwmSi/'tm PAenrro jsymrtuUBL 



ofc#lKt^|' ftnd saw himdi!iedi of <Mnom 
Imnahihg' knd putting off to ua. Th«f 
iNMildappioadsk' ^ttibi s short distano^- 
th.ea Bttddenlj tltK.dat, and ftt l^tigtH coik^- 
^ Pi^pUbjf JbeM'JiUcQel^ded.'the. dilUs oftiDenced -UiciireHttg stones,'' a A'oWs, an# 



ailMfrj^ al laast^ In:^ boat^wo bad 
tiora affeetiBg pm6f: thef 'prayed 4^uent- 
If ^and ferTeoliy, abd there usere none to 



i^kt ; . ;the vindiabi^,.' flattened ; at noon 
yf^ iT^arbeda}nKd^- dying isrith iieat and 
filtigue upPAii^^eaiwliose'deadrswell was 
i^ jinooth a^. gJliss., Af^r' two days and 
tbree ^nigJiits ^^qK>suve, the daughter died at 
^VltJ^n o'dbcjt w the third day. For/ 
sope hoars hefore^ she had beien apparent* 
ly [^ip^nscipus of her situa^oa. She had. 
talked jln hen panderings, of her fatiier, of 
hep'.jjbome, and of t^e Inland ito whkh she 
was destined on. auc^rrand of meioy* . The 
iBpjyi^er. was ^ suffering so far beseft of 
s^Qlibility, £bat the dsath of her child hard- 
ly japyed hen ^he. scarcdiy appeared to 
nnderstaiid us when we infpr^xned h^r of it ; 
<Mr, if she did, the annouB<3eq)4^i Was xve- 
o^iv^4 with delirious jay* WilhiAS pmch 
attention to the forms of oivilized society, 
as our situation wpuld permit, we commit- 
ted the body to the ocean. The mother 
in her weak state,, hardiy, ottered a. com 
mept, 4|i in a few ho^irs, ibliowe4 bor 
daughter. 

Upon the Qjezt morning a^terperforiining 
thesemeli^ncholy duties, we ma^e th^ }and. 
We^^d been ijathe 1)oat,thr^,d»aya and 
four nights; hjit,. rejoi(je4.%.w^i,yera,?ia 
make the ]and, no. imme<)Mte,,p^o^»^i:o£ 
pn^fiting by it appeared.; ioM Hwas circled 
by a coral ree^ in "yhichnt wi^.past n4)ojDi, 
l^f^re jBre, discovered an qpeajng. , Efopt- 
Xpg^ ipassage, wf^ fmterfi^ i^^^smor^h. .h(«puk 



other niisUeS'^'fapoB us. W^ threw our- 
selvk in tkel>bttom,of the t^eat, andwhiif 
they. had satisfied themselyesthat we could' 
or would offer no resistance, they weti 
emboldened to ukake a rush upon the boat! 
wti«h they towed to the berfch.' 'After wa 
were landed th^ stripped us of ouri clothr' 
ing; and took every thing out of thie' boat' 
— whale irons, 'ttfbs, aiiiuskets, &c. The 
boat was theit hauled up on the beach, and^ 
our compa#)r, si^inntimber, were led to' 
<he : canoe-house. Besides myseff, tfiey 
consisted of Greorge Eeeuan, anlrisHmrfHi' 
belonging to Dublin; John Johnson, an' 
Englishman ; Edwcrfd Bradfoiva, of Brfstol ;' 
J<^n Thompson, of Livei^ool, and Jdhil* 
Williams, of London. Of the native 5{)W' 
c^ of the two last named persons I am ndl 
positive*. 

We were seated in the centre of the <»*■ 
noe-house on mats ; and yams, bread fruit,^ 
plantains, bananas^ Mi, and bits of cold^ 
game, were brought to us. The building* 
wasfflled in every chink by natives, seat-' 
ed(; rthe men wttii crossed legs like Tttrks,' 
and the wom^ on thdr he^ls. A con* ' 
staM bujis of conv^^rsatkM ra» tfarofigh ih^ 
asstiaiUy, eadi talking to his n^ghbor and' 
geatioidating violently. ,>Pai!ties of two or 
threerwduld'^me down to wher^ we'Sai^' 
w^ngiwith th€lrlK»dtebent.aln§t>stdotH^ 
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iniiiiufly^women andmto^ and gave frequent 
eltt^ks of admiradou 'at tke blue rems 
which' Were marked through our Bkins, on 
, parte of the body which had- not been uau- 
allj exposed to be bronxed by the sun. 
Hy oompaiiioiKs feared the Indiana were 
^ * cannibaid, and that this examination was to 
discover whether we were in good roasting 
case, — a horrible supposition, — which was 
strengthened by the building of two or 
three wood fires, covered with small stones, 
liieir fear was so excessive that they gave 
themselves up for lost ; but, as I had been 
somewhat acquainted with the manners of 
the inhabitants of other Islands, I reason 
,e^j from the apparent good humor of these 
people,' that they intended us no harm. 

In a sort of desperate feeling of reckless 
ness, I determined ' to try the experiment 
of dancing, upon our savage audience. I 
proposed it to ray comrades, and they en- 
deavored to reason me out of what they 
esteemed criminal, thoughtless conduct, in 
the view of a horrid death. The prospect 
was none of the most agreeable, certainly ; 
but I was determined on my experiment 
despite their remonstrances. I according- 
ly sprung to my feet, and took an attitude 
A cluck of pleasure ran through the sava- 
ges, and one of them, readily understand- 
ing n%r intention, spread a mat for me. I 
struck into Garry Owen, and figured away 
in that famous jig to the best of my ability 
f and agility; and my new acquaintances were 
a.mazihgry delighled thereat There was no 
loud acclamation, but anxious peering and 
peeping over each other's riiotddefB, the Uni- 



versal cluck sounding all over the house. 
Beiore my' dance waa finished, the cause tot 
which the fires were built became aparent, 
to the no small relief of my comrades. It 
waa ascertained that the roasting prepara^ 
tions were made, not for usj but for some 
quadrupeds, which, we afterwards found 
were dogs. Other preparations were ma- 
king for a feast, and after my dance wai 
concluded, each of us was surrounded by a 
group of natives who could not sufficiently 
admire and examine us. The natives ooni* 
tinned to treat us with great hospitality 
and kindness. 

Upon the fourth day after our landings 
there was an arrival of a fleet of 'can6es-— 
the head and otherchiefs. We were again 
inspected by the new comers, and it wiM 
my fortune to be selected, with my ship- 
mate, George Keenan, by tiie principal chieC 
On the morrow my new friend— or master^ 
or owner — ^left the Island upon which we 
landed, taking with him Eeenan and my- 
self. Eight or nine hours carried us to hii 
Island, where new feasting and Iwnmng 
awaited us. 

A grand feast celebrated the refcra of 
the chief to his house, at which I repeated 
the Irish jig which had taken 6> Well upon 
my first landing. I have no doubt thai 
in my heels was found the attraction whicS 
led the chief to select me from among my 
comrades. We had been about thret 
days at 6ur new residence, when some of 
the natives began dwwing us their tattoo- 
<cd arms and legs, and making sign^ not 
entirely bteUigi1>l» to tik at fiiflt, thovgk 
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their meaning became afterwaids too p^in- 
follj marke<L On the fourth or fifth iajj 
George Eeenan and myself were put on 
board of a canoe with six natives. Thej 
paddled a short distance along the 8hor,e 
of the island^ and then turned into a creek, 
wide at the mouth, but soon narrowing till 
there was not room for two cfinoes abreast 
It was completely arched over with depen- 
dant brancheis of trees; and altogether 
the scene was romantic, and would have 
been pleasing if we had not been so utter- 
ly in the dai^k as to the purpose of the 
journey. At length we reached a hut in 
which we were left by Our conductors. 
After we had waited there sometime, our 
suspense was relieved by the entrance of 
five or six women, bearing implemicnts, the 
use of which we were soon taught George 
was made to sit in cme comer of thexoom^ 
and I in the other, half the women with 
me and the other half with mj companion. 
One of my women produced a oalabask of 
black liquid ; another took my left hand, 
squeezing it in hers, so as to dr^w the 
flesh tight across the back ; then a little 
sliver^ bamboo was dipped in the liquid 
and applied to my hand upon which it left 
a straight black mark. The third beauty 
then produced a smaU flat piece of wood 
with thorns pierced through one end ; this 
she dipped in the black liquid, then rested 
Jie points of the thprns on the mark on 
OQiy hand, and with a sudden bh)w from a 
iMck, drove the thoro\into my |esh. Ope 
needs much whei^ the devildrives,.so I suni- 



isoned all my fortitude^ set x^f^.teeth, «fdJH9>J»Q<i ^0 were peonittedto eat 



boreitlik^amar^r. BetweeepeYe):;$:l^)f^if 
my beauty 4ipp«d h^jr tjfornsi i?i the inj^« ^ 
. I was too, much ^i^i^ed . in my. ow^ 
agreeable em^lp^ipent,to mratch my comt 
rade, but Georgei 8oi;>9 l,^t m^, hear from 
him. He swore and raved wij^out anjjr 
attention to rule ; the. way he did it wai^ 
profane, but not syntaxical or rhetorical. 
He wished all sorts of bloody murder to 
light on his tormentors ; prayed that, the 
island might be sunk by an earthquake.; 
hoped forty boats crews from a sqnadrplft 
of armed . ships would land . and catcb. 
the blasted savages tormenting the king^ 
subjects. All this availed nothing but ia 
amuse the women ; apd even I could not 
forbear a ^rnile at his exclamations. The^ 
operators suspended their work to mimie 
him^ and mocked his spasmodic twitches 
of the arms and horrid gestures. He was 
a standing butt for it long afterwards, and 
whe^i the natives wished to revile him^ 
they would act the tattooing scene, ending^ 
with the excjamation, ^^Narlic-a-nutt mu-. 
cha purk|'— fNarlic-a-nutt (his name) is a 
coward ; *' Jim Arocbe ma ^o mot"-*- 
Jim Chief brave 1 AQ^r my* executioner 
had battered, my hand awhile, she wiped 
it with a sponge. I hoped she had, finish; 
ed ; but no 1 She held my hand up^ 
squinted at the lines, as a carpenter would 
true a board ; then she began again, and 
this was worse than the^ first job. When 
the women .had done with my hand, they, 
rubbed it over with cocoa-nut oil and. pul- 
•verized charcoal. Tlje .women then left 
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J :,IiV^ aflben^cxMi, there came a.fresh. sup- 
jjllf of ladies^ who .oontinned tftttooipg op^ 
erationaon my. left arm. On the neJit 
morning my band, was ptiff^d up into ^ 
Germanic pcopoxtiona;. bixt^.afteirbreak&at 
the ladies. caoxe, to decorate us sliU farther. 
Qeoi^e. howled piteously and sucoeeded in 
begging off, but I was informed that I 
could on no account be excused. Eight 
dajs were occupied i^, tattoping the Tari^ 
ous parts of mj corporation; but, fortu^ 
nately, being a small man, the| gro^ind of 
operations was not so e|?t6nsir€| as it would 
have been had I laid claim to more inches. 
The hair on my body was twitched ou;t 
with sea-shells, as dexterously as pin f^ath; 
era are subtracted from the flesh of a 
goose. It was a whole month before I re 
oorered from the effects of this treatment, 
being anointed continually with oil and 
coal, which proved a sort of comieticnot 
very favorable to the delicacy of the skin. 

•To relieve our weariness, (George made 
a flute of a reed, and a fiddle of some light 
wood j while I, on my part, had mifeic in 
xny«9/«. Our retirement proved* tedious; 
notwithstanding all that Zimmerman hath 
said QU solitude. The parrots squalled 
and the dogs howled at a distance, and the 
•cete was romantic enough; but I was 
more given to dancing than sublime . con- 
templation. ': 

We were heartily rejoiced when the ca* 
noe was manned to carry lis \iack to the 
war canoe house, I came from the tattoo 
hospital, a horse of a different Color from 
that wbich I hadrwben I entered i^"MDg. 



tattooed^on my left hand. On both armS| 
legs, thighs, back and abdomen. Gt^rgh 
had escaped Wiih a few^ipes on thi^eft 
ansByand those, were 'unfinished. ' On dut 
return a feiast aw«tedtts, and (xcorge fidv 
died and piped w&ile I danced. 

I had supposed that my tattooing was 
over, but now n>y the Chiefs direction, one 
of his daughters pre^a;red io mark me still 
more. She tattooed a ring under my 
right breast, another under my left should** 
er, and two about my right arm. T^is 
was but the prick of a needle to the enen* 
sive printing business which had been pros^ 
ecnted upo^ my body at the tattoo^house/ 
and I made no complaint. 

The feasting colatinued during tho day; 
many 4<>S9 barked their last ; jagow iar 
abundanoe was mauled to express its^^uieef 
and my comrade for his fife, and myself 
for my heels, were in[ excellent odor iAih 
the natives.' Singing and dancing, ^^^ith' 
feasting, aild the arrival of distinguisfaeA^ 
strangers, lasted all the second day ; and 
it was not until night that 1 began <to i(«s* 
peetwhat it all tended to. At night I 
learned thlU) the young lady who imprint* 
ed the last marka npoxt my arm and breast, 
was my wile ! that hut tattooing b^ing^ 
part of the marriagis ceremohy. • • ' 

Upon th0 thiid moriung my bride led 
me away to' the bath, and the day was 
spent in lasting and' dancing. There was 
no quarreling or distarbance, no uproair or' 
disorder. Oeon^e itlsowas provided wit^ 
ra wife ; but his unwillingness io subiiiil to 
tbl^ proceiMi bl tattocddg, wadded hiih to ^ 
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woman of tio saukr^-nilie, howereri proved 
a good woman to him, 

Hy father-in-lair waa Ahoundel-a^uttj 
Cl^ief of tl^e island of Nutt, and the most 
powerful diief on the' group of islands en- 
closed by thi9 reef'— set down on the charts 
$s one island*— Ascension, hut called by 
the natives Bonahee,' I resided under the 
same roof with h)m ; he gave me his own 
^ame, Ahoundel, but I was more frequent-* 
ly called Jem-aroche. (3«orge Eeenah's 
island name was Narlie. 
. My wife was only abool fourteen j^ears 
of age — ^aflf^ctionate, faithfulj and fond 6f 
baked dogs. During tny residence on the 
island she presents me with t^o little tie- 
mt-^sairages, a girl and a boy— the latter of 
whom stands a chance, in his turn, to 'SUC' 
oeed hk grandfather in the government of 
Uie island. ^ s 

-My wife ei^eavored' to instruct nje in 
tliii language, and although I was a tolera- 
bly apt scholar" yet my teacher h«d a very 
eriticd ear, and the least deviation fi;om the 
island pronunc&tion) created vast merri- 
ment both £)r heir and others pi-bsent. My 
wife accompanied me in my walks and in 
niy cario^ excursions ; always at my side, 
and looking up to me as litfectionalery as 
ever a pqveUschooled miss oould, and with 
twieeaSioMcfaaincmty. Myfiithfer4n-laW, 
who was a practical joker, continued, in 
the eMuraions in which he accompanied 
us during the lengthened honey-moon, to 
. pop upon |>laces wh^e he knew that the 
presidents had never seen me;' He would 
direetm0t<^tont«r a house suddenly, Wi^ 



a howl, ^nd strike an attitude. It would 
ittvariaibly s^nd sill the occu{>ants, usually 
Women, flyitig out at every place of egresai 
The sight of Ahoundel on the outside, en- 
jo.^ttg a hearty laugh, would remove fear, 
and this rude mdhod of introduction sup- • 
plied both parties, the visitors lind the vis- 
ited, with tiSre amusement. 

To excursions without him, Ahoundel 
was Very adverse. He would, in answer 
to my inquiries about other Islands, telj 
me they were inhabited by cknnibals, and 
assured me that if I ventui^ed away *from 
him, I should certainly be eaten. George 
and I, if we took exciirsions, did so in a ca- 
noe borrowed of fishermen, because we 
could hot launch our own un perceived. 
Afraid of being e?iten We kept near the is- , 
land, sailing round it and paddling up the 
creeks. When we ■ivere near a settlement 
George would take a fife and make its shrill 
notes echo in the still valleys and moun- 
tains— -" Narlie ! Nariic! Ifarlicf Karlic!** 
—we would soon hear the natives shouting, 
as the^ 'Came running down' to the creek 
side, *♦ Nariic, cudjong ! cudjong! " ' Oiid* 
jbng was the name wliich the natives had 
bestowed upon George's fife. We would* 
be invited on shore, and when inclined to 
dance I used to land and shake a leg for 
their edification. 

Accustomed to polygamy, the Caroline- 
an woman sees nothing shocking in the 
plurality of wives. It were nonsense to 
assert that there is no jealousy and quar 
reling — as it would be assorting a position 
contradicted by reason afad the nature of 






often seetb^f one vfify is enou^tP qo^ 
rel :snth ; and it isf\^t to bo imagined titi^t 
.Laowni (that was her n^mft) W<i W?*^^^ 
had none of the disputes which appear in- 
cidental to conjugal life. 
Upon one occasion, when I was sick, a 
journey was projected, as was the usual 
course with invalids, I however refused 
to be cured in that way, preferring ease 
and quiet. All the preparations having 
been made for the journey, it was taken 
without me. I thought my wife might 
have had the grace to remain at home 
with her sick spouse, but she chose to ac- 
company her father. Upon her return I 
had pretty well recovered, and I welcom- 
ed her by taking my wedding gift — a few 
blue beads — from her basket, and hreak- 
ing thei^ between two stones, before her 
eyes. As soon as I had done the mischief 
Laowni ran from the house to a stone in 
the edge of the watcrr, where she sat down 
and commenced crying like an in&nt I 
followed, and endeavored to paci^ her, 
but it was of no use ; the only answer she 
made was to kick like a spoiled child. 
The tide followed till she was in Winter to 
her elbows ; then I was enabled to coax 
her away, but still she ceased not bellow* 
ing for her beads. If I had bitten off her 
fi^j^er, it would certainly have grieved her 
l^8s. At night I w«nt to sleep and left 
her weeping. She had refttsed to eat, 
though fish and the most delicate bits of 
Toaoted dog had l>een offered her. ^|lp- 
pening, however, to awake at midyiigh^ 



47umkjBlickj but in: the [moriiiiig I fooad 
her still pQ\Maog^ All . ^y shift wore- the 
sai^,8!)ilks,,fiviB^nie an lo^oasioiial- look 
Qt mj thing btt iffectioB, biit ffit&out 
iM^ying a word« At night Itook Oeokg^ 
with me, and instead* of sleeping in the* ca- 
noe-house, . which was then Ahoundel^ 
quarters, went to his house proper. Xbere 
we built a small fire for its light, hnd just 
as we had propounded to each other the sage 
conclusion, that his Majesty of Nutt iind 
family were not in the best of humor, we 
were, surprised with a yisit from that dijaf- 
liitary himself, accompanied by a native-^ 
who was particularly indebted to me (or 
detecting him in stealing my knii'e— rftud 
two others, ail armed with spears. With- 
out saying a word they sat down at a little 
distance, biting their nether lips, as is al* 
ways the custqpi when vexed or in a pas- 
sion. I enqiiired the reason of their risity 
bat received no answer. Ge<»ge shivered 
beside me like a leaf, though I assured 
him he need fear nothing, as- the visit was 
undoubtedly intended sdely for me. At 
length our agreeable state of suspense was 
relieved by the iaf^Marense of Laowni, who 
beckoned them outade, and we saw noth- 
ing more of them. 

This adventure showed the danger of 
offending the daughter of a man who could 
take, my life with impimiiy, al^ougti 
Ahottudel respected. Uiet coon^ wiffr 
wlm}i I, faA^ hioii — it eourage as mnch af- 

i rW^I^UlM^^ Geoige and I, 
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J^beebnekabitmitMl to ikmi *6iist6nM, 
j«iidl6knied.tiy«ppfi^i«te their diai'aetet, 
irereugtied- oi(nelrJ9^ ta drcamstancto, 
ind were icGnteni in the absexice of almost 
all hope of escape, to be hitppy* In About 
a jaarfrchn Diriurnral/AbottBdel grew a 
Utile hM eati^t .a^bnt. oikri irandertbg"^^ 
(!{,fiiWf4t0mi»fc6ii 0£«anB^afevwe^ hail be*- 
QWd^ too well; aoquaintedt ^ith l^e peo{^9 
)q beli^ive tbe(ihr«l>t<!iJannibalfi« Still h^ iw- 
mtfiA upon; oy If beiag frequently |n his oomf^ 
paiiy. : Th^ difficulty' Tfith Laowni, wbidi 
I jlnaye mentiloQed^ and niy ftither->in-:Iaw'8 
opiidDCt on that ocoasioii, in' whiph I^Wi*- 
pect.bewas. ibitigated: by NaznadoTir, left 
ipy aituatik)n!not 4u^.8o pleosent as W 
for^ Abo>m<iel seemed idiapoBqd to re- 
pair his haj:shn<e96 witjh over.affedaoin, and 
i( Y^a^ witb !the utodpat diffiofolty that 
%oc^e and J[ obtained! permission, to leay^ 
Ilutt; for t^a^ty-fouir.honrs.^: 

Oi^tsid^thQ roef which bounds Bbnabee, 
are two islands, one ealled by ihe nativ^ 
Hand, abotft twen^ miles* distant ; ' the 
other P<dLe({Q, ab^idi flixty kiiles distaAt. 
7he latter called on the charts, Wellington, 
Islaiid^ is inhabited; Hdnd is not The- 
ilihabftaata df;WellingtoBi Island resembie' 
tbOse.oC^Bonabteiiiexcept that they are ad^< 
dieted to cannibalism, a pMctice which is 
- i|nkno^n()n-Bk)nGabee,i except; perhaps, so 
Hkf as tasting an ademy's; .hisart goes. 6ani!i! 
i$'jfisilMfo^;itai09ooaniits/wiHChard very 
abttndantr> Eeenaa add myself tisitod^^ 
once, and' fonadv it ^wiftifdeilq;- a 4eetj 
through which there is but 
Bocbe leiiiero was depoeiliahl^Blirtian 



tlties iipoh'Oi^'tond atldwttcle. ^ Wo weie 
dtaWned by a^torm longer than we bar* < 
ginned for,' being weather bound ten days. 
Upon Wellington I^lanj we Temiained 
nearly «ix mondis. T!he language was es- 
sentially the same as at BonaKee ; the cus- 
toms, 'siSfaflat ,^ th4' tfefiee castes of peopft 
klko ejnsited' there*.' It is offener' visited by 
vessdaf than ^oiiabe^, as tl)e bits of iron 
hoop, ali 'offic^eiy coat, and ' 'o1;her articles 
in the pbssiftskiOn oi the natives proved. 
Boche le liieVe mi, tortoise shell were plen- 
tiial ; the lat(>er in possession of the island^ 
efs, and thA*foriner neglected from an igno- 
rinfee of the' ihfetb'dd and " means to cure it 
The nativ&'of Wellington ' Island are in 
the hattt^of freq\iently visiting Bonaoee, . 
bnnging presents of n^^lls, fi^uits, iaind oth; 
er' articled ; and it was upon the return of 
a party from' Wellington that w* visited 
their iilarid! I did not believe, 'til' my Visit^ 
that the natives of Wellington Island were 
cannibals | th^iii 1 1i^ occular clemonstra- 
tion;'"It seemed with them an ungoveif- 
nalne passion ;* the victimis being not only 
captives, but- presents to ihe* chiefs from 
pisirents, whcil appeared io esteem the accep-; 
tabce of their children, for a purpose so 
hdifiid; in honor.' Wellington Island laid 
d(^n on th^ chart as One, is in fatet, three 
islands, bound by a V^ef. One of Ihein is 




iftbabiled, «id'iie otiier'two are'uninhabi- 
teld'spcitf, itainieS^bVififerent chiefs, as if 
to afford k pretext' for war, and the gratifi; 
cation ' of their horrible piassion for human 
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' Sti6rily afier our return from Pokeen or 
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Wellington Island, our four comrades 
Johnson, Brayford, Thompson, and Wil 
Hams, paid us a visit, as had been their oc- 
•asional custom. The reader may well 
imagine we enjoyed these opportunities to 
revive old associations, and speculate upon 



the chances of our escape from Bonabee. ^iu the the deep water. When he reach 



Upon this occasion our comrades propo- 
sed to George and me, that we should 
leave Nutt, and spend a twelvemonth with 
them, dividing the time with the different 
chiefs with whom they were quaAered, 
and devoting the first month to an excur- 
uon from island to island. This proposi- 
tion was eagerly embraced by us. I had 
frequently expressed to Ahoundel a wish 
to the same effect, but he uniformly refu- 
sed his consent My visit to Wellington 
Island was protracted by the strength of 
the north-east trades, much beyond his 
pleasure ; and although this was not my 
fault, that long absence had so proved the 
necessity of my presence to him, that it 
made him averse to my going from his 
•ight; a fatherly. solicitude that was hor- 
ribly annoying. Knowing therefore the 
eertain answer to an application for leave 
of absence, I determined to take liberty 
without. What I fancied a good oppor- 
tunity soon offered. Ahoundel, and his 
whole hoilaehold and connections, launch- 
ed the cahoe for an excursion or visit. 
I was excused from the party on account 
of the prefltenoe of my friends, who de- 
clined accaisipMying Ahoundel. When 
they were fairly off, we stepped into the 
«anoe, but had hardly got under weigh 



when a rascally nigurt, who had evident- 
ly been watching us, shoved his canoe 
off and paddled before us like lightningi 
shoving, or rather poling his canoe over 
the shallows, and working like a wind- 
miller in a gfile with his single jmddie 



ed a creek or inlet, into which he kn^w 
Ahoundel had turned, he shot up the 
opening, and we began to see his inten- 
tion; and the meaning of the boohooitig 
he had kept up in preceding us. In a 
few moments we saw the canoes 'of 
A.houndil in pursuit ; we Used the pad- 
dle and sail, and cracked on, esteemihg 
it more a frolic than anything else< Aa 
we had the start, it wa3 nearly two houn 
before they neared us enough to be wi&-* 
in hailing distance. They then com-^ 
menced fair premises if we would sto^ ; 
offering us fish.and bread fruit, and yams, 
and using all the logic of persuasion of - 
which they were capable. Still we crack- 
ed on ; but Ahoundel's eanoe at length 
shoved alongside of us, upon the wealji-. : 
er ot outrigger side, and we gave up the 
race as useless. My friend Namadow 
was the first to lay hold of the outrigger, 
and gave us the first intimation of their 
rough intentions, by endeavoring to cap- 
size us. We hung to v/indward.to trim 
the boat, and finding his strength' inefleo- 
tual to upset it, he had the brazen impM- 
denoe to climb on the*platform A^ithihe 
intention to beard us. In the b^| of 
the moment I administered a settler with 
my fist which knocked him into the wa- 



JAMES P. O'CO^railL THE PACIFIC ADVENTURER. 



^ 



ter, then half a dozea of tke iBdisns 
laid hold of our autrigi^er at , o&ci, and 
thinking it ^^ebss to str^gg^Ie . against 
aach odd^^ we 9A jamped oat of t^ie. oa-^ 
Hoe. Othem of Ahouiiders feet had by 
this time gathered around us, and the 
ladianscommenced beating us 'with the 
flat sides of the , paddles whenever wr 
showed our heads. Our canoe was smash* 
ed to pieces, and my comrades were allow- 
ed tQ climb into others in the fleet with- 
out much beating ;;: indeed they welro as- 
sisted in; but I did. not fare so well. 
Aboundel made frequent feints with his 
spear, and so did others, buft not one was 
thrown, nor had any peisoh ahy such mur- 
derous intentions ; as I afterwards learn- 
ed, their orders was to frighten and beat, 
but not to hurt : a consoling cjrcum- 
stance of which I had not then the bene- 
flt but 'considered myself a ^case. Du- 
ring all this time my father-in-law was 
upbriLiding me with my ingratitude^, re- 
minding me of my rank, connexions, wife, 
and the benefits he had heaped upon me. 
I protested my purpose was only to make 
an excursion with the intention to return. 
The paddle pounding had ceased after 
the first attack, and this conversation was 
carried on, or rather his scolding, while 
[ was eyeing the spears and dodging in 
anticipation of the l^^lows.** I made seve- 
ral attempts to olitf^b into Ahound^Ps 
eanoe, but my ^patticular friend, who had 
by this timebeen'ifished out of the water, 
rapped my ' fingers with hia paddle as 
soon as thieyclttped the gunwale. The 



fleet, whi«h had received additions from 
Nutt, of people who came out of curiosi- 
fcy, seeing the fray, now turned towards 
Nutt again ; and Jem Aroche, chief as 
he was, was fain to crawl into the canoa 
of a iiigurt and return to the house of his 
father-in-law. My shipmates accompa- 
nied me, and Ah'oundel satisfied that I 
should, not repeat my attempt to escape, 
proeeeded on his excursion. No women 
aceompanied our pursuers, as they were 
set on shore before the chase commenced. 

Three or four days passed before 
Ahoundel and his party returned. Du- 
ring that time I had ample opportunity 
for reflection, and acknowledged to my- 
self that my punishment was not altoge- 
ther undeserved, as my treatment of my 
father had, to say the least, been un- 
handsome. 

When the party returned, Laowni im- 
mediately sought me upon landing, as 
she heard vague rumors of my adventure, 
and was not sure that I was not killed. 
She was overjoyed to see me ; rubbed 
her nose against mine in token of affec- 
tion ; threw herself upon my neck, and 
wept tears of joy at my safety. Ahoun* 
del himself, made a sort of half apology, 
and excused himself by recapitulatbg 
the suspicious circumstances agahast me. 
Laowni was clamoroiA in her complaints 
of my treatment, and even appealed to 
her father by asking him now he would 
like such usage if he was a stranger in 
London. 

Laowni drew all the particulars of th^ 
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attack from me, and worked h6r$elf into 
such a rage with Namadow, the friend 
wbo struck my hand, that she ran up to 
him and struck him with her codjio, or 
small wooden knife. It was a severe 
blow that she dealt him, and he had no 
refuge but flight, being below her in rank* 
The others who had assisted in abusing 
)me, thoi^ht it necessary to propitiate 
me with presents before they ventured 
into the canoe-house. Ahoundel was 
much better pleased with Laowni's at- 
tack upon Namadow than I was. He 
called her " brave " for it ; not exactly 
to her face, but as any father among us 
would rather commend, than regret the 
pranks of a spoiled child ; for such was 
Laowni, his only daughter. 

Our shipn^ates lengthened their visit 
some days after their capture under the 
suspicious circumstances of running away 
with George and me. Ahoundel had the 
justice to present them with a hew canoe ; 
the civility to invite them to prolong 
their visit, and the delicacy to restore 
their property so soon after the explana- 
tion, that their visit could not seem a de- 
tention, forced by the lack of means of 
escape. 

After remaining restricted principally 
to Nutt for about two years, George and 
I determined upo» an excursion, cost 
what it might. After an abortive at 
tempt io get away in a borrowed nigurVs 
canoe, we obtained a larger one and start 
ed. To avoid suspicion it was borrowed, 
as launching one of my own would have 



been attended with a parade that would 
have led my honored father«in-law to 
suspect even more than was my intention. 
I had taken the precaution to note on a 
plantain leaf the names of the other is^ 
lands and their chiefs. Five or six hours 
brought us to Chocoich, and upon near- 
ing the chiefs canoe-house, George struck 
upon his fife, flute, or cudjong, a lively 
tune, while I kept the canoe in motion. 
When we reached the landing a host of 
the natives, many of whom had never be- 
fore seen us, were ready to receive us. 
With Wajor, the head chief^ we remain- 
ed one night, and were feasted and en- 
tertained. A like reception we met at 
other islands which we visited in succes- 
sion, occupying nearly a month in the 
trip. Possessed of the names of the 
chiefs, it was my custom upon ascertain- 
ing the name of the island to enquire for 
its chief, to whom I first paid my re- 
spects. George's flute and my looking 
glass were assurances of good leception, 
as their fame and ours had preceded us. 

Notwithstanding the representations of 
Ahoundel, that we were in danger of 
being eaten if we ventured out his sight, 
nothing but the most courteous treatment 
was ever received by us. My tattooing, 
speaking my relationship to Ahoundel-a- 
Nutt, was bett^ than letters of introduc- 
tion. We were freqi^ntly accompanied 
from island to island, and nigurs were 
put into our canoe to save us the labor 
of propelling it. During a month thus 
most agreeabFy spent we met all our ship- 
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-* mates* Tkese meetings were indeed the 
most pleasant part of the excursion, as 
:the reader will well imagine. My friends 
were much diverted at the respect paid 
me on account of my tattooing ; so far 
was it carried that the natives often in- 
sisted upon my shipmates sitting down, 
as a token of respect to Jem Aroche, alias 
Ahoundel-a-Nutt, aHas James O^Connell. 
But, the most wonderful adventure 
made during the excursion, the relation 
of which will put my credit to a severer 
test than any other fact detailed, was the 
discovery of a large uninhabited island, 
upon which were stupendous ruins of a 
character of architecture differing altoge- 
ther from the present style of the island- 
ers, and of an extent truly astonishing. 
At the extreme eastern extremity of 
the cluster is a large flat island, which at 
high tides seems to be divided into thirty 
or forty small ones by the water which 
rises and runs over it It differs from 
the other islands in its surface, which is 
entirely level. There are no roeks upon 
it which appear placed there by nature. 
Upon some parts of it fruit grows, ripens 
and decays unmolested ; as the natives 
Sajx by no persuasion be induced to gath- 
er or touch it. My companions at the 
time of discovering this island, were 
Gkorge and a nigurt ; the latter having 
directed our attention to it, promising us 
a surprise — ^and a surprise indeed it pro- 
ved. At a little distance the ruins ap- 
pfsared like some of the fantastic heapings 
^f nnture, but upon a nearer approach, 



George and myself were astonished at the 
evident traces of the hand of man in 
their creation. The tide happened to be 
high, our canoe was paddled inte a nar- 
row creek ; 80 narrow that in places a ca- 
noe could hardly have passed us, while 
in others, owing to the inequality of the 
ground, it swelled to a basin. At the 
entrance we passed for many yards 
through two walls, so near each other 
that, without changing the boat from side 
to side, we could have touched either of 
them with a paddle. They were about 
ten fe^t high ; in some places in* dilapi- 
dated, and in others in very good preser- 
vation. Over the tops of the Wall, cocoa- 
nut trees, and occasionally a bread fruit 
spread their branches, making a deep and 
refreshing shade. It was a de^p solitude, 
not a living thing, except a few birds be- 
ing discernible. At the first convenient 
landing, where the walls left the edge of 
the creek, we landed ; but the poor ni- 
gurt, who had seemed struck dumb with 
fear, could not te induced to leave the 
boat. The walls inclosed circular areas, 
into one of which we entered, but found 
nothing upon the inside but shrubs and 
trees. Except the wall there was no per- 
ceptible trace of the footsteps of man, no 
token that he had ever visited the spot. 
We examined the masonry, and found the 
^walls composed of stones, varying in size 
from two to ten feet in length, and from 
one to eight in breadth, carefully prop- 
ped in the interstices and cracks with 
smaller fragments. They were built ^ 
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t)vo blue fitone which abounds upoii the 
inhabited i^ands, and is, as before stated, 
of a slatose formation, and were evident* 
ly split and adapted for the purpose to 
which they were applied. In many, pla- 
ces the walls had so fellen that we climb- 
ed over them with ease. Returning to 
our canoe we plied 6ur -aigur with ques- 
tions ; but the only answer we obtained 
was " Animan !" He could give no ac- 
count of the origin of th^e piles, of their 
use, or of their age. Himself satisfied 
that they were the work of Animaniy he 
desired no farther information, and 
dared make no inspection, as ho believed 
them the residence of spirits. We re- 
turned to the island of Kitti, where we 
announced aur intention to inspect the 
ruins on the next morning. It was wi\;h 
difficulty we got away from the islanders, 
who declared that our lives would be for 
felted to our temerity. ArriviDg a secr 
ond lime at this deserted Venice of the 
Pacific, we prepared for a deliberate sur 
yey. We paid several visits to these 
ruins, but could find no hieroglyphics 
or other traces of literature. The walls 
had evidently been built by a people 
dissimilar to the Indians on the inhabi- 
ted islands, and the latter persisted in 
declaring that they were the work of 
spirits. 

At length I began to tire of exploring 
and to long for home ; for, strange as it 
may appear, my consort Laowni, savage 
though she were by classification, made 
my island home quite an attractiye spot 



to me. . Upcm. my return to NuU, I round 
my wife and father had learned my waif- 
derings, by report from the islands I had 
visited. Laowni was rejoiced to see me, 
and Ahoundel proaonnced George and 
me brave, for venturing as we bad among 
atrmngera / We sopn had a chance to put 
this recommendation to the test ; for we 
were informed that Wajaica-Hoo had de- 
clared war against Ahoundel-a-Nutt, on 
account of' my marriage. It appeared 
that Laovrni was promised to him previ- 
oios to my arrival. The daughter never 
much affected the mfttch, as Wajai was. 
old and the husband already of some- 
thing like a dozen. 

Ahoundel after stating the <3ase, asked 
me if I was willing to fight, and as I saw 
no faonors^le mode of escape, I consent- 
ed ; but George showed the white feath- 
er and positively refused. Preparations 
were immediately made to visit Hob, and 
'* carry the war info Africa" by answer- 
ing Wajal's challenge at his door. Na- 
tives to the number of about fifteen hun- 
dred were mustered from Nutt and the 
contiguous small islands called Hans and 
Param. The order of sailing was thus : 
Moonjobs (the highest rank) to the right 
or in the van ; Jerejobs (the second rank) 
next, and the Nigurts bringing up the 
rear. Each canoe was furnished with 
smooth stones, which were stowed in the 
bottom ; and each native was furnished 
with a sling, a spear, a bow and arrows, 
and war club. ' The day and place had 
been appointed with all the circumstanoe 
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of a duel ; or rather of an ancient joust at 
arms, witk the exeepdoil that there was 
BO stipulation or limitation as to fotce on 
either side ; eaqh party bringing all the 
strength he couhl muster: Wajai was 
prepared to reoeive us, though with an 
inferior force : his canoes were ranged in 
the water, in front of his settlement, and 
as soon as we were near enough to dis* 
tittguish features, our chief Ahoundel, 
and «Wajai, sprang simultaneously to 
iheiHeet, upon the piatforma of their 
canoes, and floursbing their spears, set 
up a shout of defiance, the conches blow- 
ing an aocompaniement. The inferior 
chiefs upon both sides then rose and join* 
ed in the cry^ and the engagement com- 
menced with - hurling the stones with 
slings. These stones are seldom less 
than a pound in weight, and are thrown 
with tremendous precision, the parties 
being from thirty to forty yards apart 
Several canoes were broken and sunk on 
both sides, and many 'men killed. The 
stones exhausted, arrows and spears fol- 
lowed, and the piarties nearing each other, 
till the battle was canoe to canoe, and 
hand to hand; The natives would, seise 
each other by the hair, and thrust with 
a small wooden spear or lanoe; without 
barbs, and cut the iea^ with sharp shells. 
In the^onset Wajai was killed by one of 
the party in x>ur canoe. A shout of joy on 
one side, and a murmer of grief on the 
other, suspended the battle a moment ] 
but it was soon renewed with unabated 
fiflreeness. At l^gth we forced a land- 



ing, and the vanquished or broken foa, 
failing to prevent it, also sprung on shore^ 
and disputed every inch of ground, to 
the very doors of their houses. The 
land engagement was fought with the 
jagged spear and war clubs. An hbur 
and a half of hard fighting brought us to 
the estate of Wajai The' women had 
long before deserted the houses, taking 
with them such of their effects as they 
could conveniently transport, and the 
men fairly overpowered, fled to the inte- 
nor. Our party plundered the houses 
of whatever moveables were left, set fire 
to them, and returning to the beach, 
broke up the canoes of the foe ; and ta* 
king with us the spears, mats, and othei^ 
pluqder, we returned to Nutt. We 
brought back such of our own dead as we 
could find, and the body of Wajai and 
other chiefs who fell upon the other side. 
The usual preparations of jagow i^nd 
dog venison were made, and the bodies 
of Wajai . and his chie& were burned : 
but previously to the entire consumption 
of the bodies by fire, the heart of Wajai 
was taken out, and presented to the chiefs 
on a larger plantain leaf. When it was 
eaten or even tasted I cannot say, as I 
was not present at the ceremony. The 
presumption is, however, that eating the 
hearts of the chiefs killed in war, is a 
custom with them. 

It was in the early part of the mon& 
of November, that I discovered a vessel 
firom Kutt : the first vessel that I am 
positive of seeing while on the island o( 
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Bonabee. My comrades often said they 
Baw vessels, and I frequently imagined 
that I did, bat none approfached near 
enough for us to distinguish their class. 
It was about sunrise in the morning 
when I first discovered her, and I call- 
ed up Qeorge immediately. We ran to 
the top of the nearest hill, and anxiously 
watched her, as well as the mist and oc- 
casional rain would permit, for it was a 
dull morning. After we had satisfied 
ourselves that it was a European or Amer- 
ican vessel, we ran down to the ohief 
and informed him that there was a ves- 
sel in the offing, and that we wished to 
board her. He was not half so much ela- 
ted at receiving the information as we 
were in imparting it He eyed me spme 
^moments — ^^^What!'' said he, **a ship? 
Cho ! cho ! " (no, no.) I repeated my 
assurance, and led him to, the hill. My 
wife and the whole, household followed. 
George and I bounded about for joy; 
skipping up the hill, as if our feet could 
not serve us fast enoughT The pace of 
our companions o£Fered something of a 
contrast: they were still incredulous, 
mnd my wife and father were evidently 
hoping against the truth of my discovery 
as they saw in my joy anything but a 
pleasant indication of my feelings respec- 
ting remaining on the island. I pointed 
out the vessel, and showed them that it 
was not a war-canoe. I repeated my re- 
quest for a canoe, assuring Ahoundel that 
* I would make the vessel Ht Jotmt, or 
i^me to an anchor. At the oanoe-house, 



wither Ahoundel, Laowni, my children, 
and others followed me, Ahoundel grant- 
ed his unwilling eonsent that I should 
go off to the vessel, following it tip with 
questions, while Laowni anxiously watch- 
ed the expression of my face for an a&* 
swer. **Do you love your wife? your 
children? Do you love them much — 
very much ? Will you certainly return !" 
To all this I answered yes, yes ; and my 
heart smites me now, as I recollect the 
gratified expression of my wife's wmnte- 
nance upon receiving the assurance. 
Blunt, plain man that I am, I could hard* 
ly disguise my joy at the hope of an es* 
cape, although at times, as I looked at 
Laowni and her children, and the thought 
of AhoundePs kindness intruded itself, I 
oould hardly conceal my grief at parting. 
A large canoe was prepared to launch^ 
but the tide was out We were obliged 
to wait for it two full hours ! Oh I the 
impatience we felt — the snail-like pro- 
gress of time 1 Knowing perfectly well 
had we been cool, the time of the • tide, 
still we could not avoid running down 
every ten minutes to look. Meanwhile 
I prepared a quantity of tortoise shells, 
yams, bread-fruit, and cocoanuts, to take 
off to the captain. We watched the ves- 
sel — she tacked and stood off — our hopes 
fell — ^she stood back again — we ijere re- 
assured. She hove too, and we were 
Jbappy till we recollected that we were 
tide-bound. 

At length the tide served us to launch 
the canoe. Ahoundel and Laowni ao- 
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oompanied us to the boat, the former re- 
minding me of my promise to bring him 
trinkets, the latter, melancholy, and half 
doubting that she should see me again. 
There was a fleet of so;DEie dosen canoes 
beside mine. I was accompanied by 
Eeenan, a young chief, and two nigurts. 
"JTe went outside the reef, and had near- 
ed the vessel so that we could distinguish 
the men on her decks, when th# nigurt 
who had the steering oar, let the canoe 
get into the trough of the sea. There 
was a tremendous sea on, audit was care- 
lessness on my part to let the paddle go 
out of my hand. We were swamped. A.s 
is usual with the natives, we all jumped 
overboard ; two taking the out-rigger side 
and the others striving to bail the canoe., 
There was however, too much sea run- 
ning, and all endeavors to bail the boat 
proved futile, while the tide and the swell 
were drifting us towards the reef. After 
imminent danger of drowning, Gkorge 
and I reached the reef. On gaining the 
rotoks, I attached my mat to the pole of 
the outrigger and made signals of dis- 
tress ; but the men in the schooner, sup- 
posing us to be mitives, paid no sort of 
attention to it. We were two or three 
hours on the reef before we were dis- 
covered by the natives, and were taken 
off. One of our party— the nigurt who 
remained with the canoe— was drowned. 
Upon reaching Nutt, Ahoundel was 
astonished with the story of i)ur esoape, 
coupled as it was with the loss of the ni- 
gurt. He was astonished that two white 
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men should prove more fortunate swim- 
mers than a native. At night the schoo- 
ner stood off, and in the morning she was 
not to be seen. At length I saw a speck 
— it was the schooner! A half hour 
more and the tide was right. The ves- 
sel standing in, was now distinctly visi- 
ble, and prepared with a fresh load of 
tortoise shell and provisions, witii George 
and two nigurts, I set sail again. When 
we reached the schooner she was hove to, 
with her boarding nettings up, and her 
men mustered, with boarding pikes and 
musketB at hand. Two or three other 
canoes got along side at the same time 
that we did, and others were coming off. 
We passed under her stern, and read the 
words " Spyy of Salem." She was brig 
rigged forward, and schooner aft. Pas- 
sing round to her weather bow, I sung out 
" shipmates ! throw us a rope's end — ^will 
you ?'* There was a bustle on deck, a 
buzz of surprise, but no answer ; and in 
a moment I heard somebody exclaiming 
— ^'Captain, the n/Uiva on this island 
speak English." The anxiety to get a 
peep at us through the boarding netting 
was now redoubled fore and aft. One of 
the men, after much hesitation, threw us 
a rope, and the Captain came to the gang- 
way and asked us on board, requesting 
us to keep the natives in the canoG;^ 
which we did. The captain did us the 
bono? to ship the side ladder for us, and 
George and I needed no second invita- 
tion to come on deck; but, taking up 
the tortoise shell with us, directed jhe 
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jiatiyes to pass up theji^ias. To my first 
.qiiestioa' the captain ita»wered that the 
name of the island was Ascension, the 
group being laid down as oae island on 
the charts. - ,.-. 

,, After some conversation with the; (^fr 
tai^, the schopner filled ; away. agaipy^q^ 
we 3to<>d off with ^ fieetofj^^oeatin tow^j 
dashii^g and splashing Uifoug]^ the wi^i^) 
* their outriggers foul of eaqh. otfepfii g/»t* 
ting eontinuallj carried; ^w»y<>i I< i^n- 
dertook to pilot the Spj im^^ tWiiteef 
to an anchorage, at Captaiajfj^night's.trQT 
Hvmk ,: At four or five o'^oqk in. the 
^y^ing, shec^me to an ancb<>r in i^ 
tiaiboii o( Ma^^lal^iine, .Sjr tbe mtiy^ 
whpjWi^At th«et .nigkti.ttft 'Nutt,..I«e»t 
AhouQd^J a laijfe broad ai^_ ftnd ;ft<faffy 
and toXaowm 1 8§n^ hef^d^i.redkevplMef^ 
4lid oth^r trink^;;^ while i&eqrgeiati^dflli 
remained on. board, afraid to. ttUsj^ ibiufi 
selves ashcire again. . ^ . tl ! ^ !.■ ! i 1 

.Like all othlBt eowsii;dB,€^p.(jivin iBnighfr 
was cruel,: aAd avenged aAt«mpt*$,tf p^etr. 
ty pilfering by miird;4«t8g:;tbA"rt«^tiv^4 
In .consequence of thk contlfte^ ,5i!fft mi^^ 
soon- compeUQfl jtji}. l|ftvef.thf>v.i»U»^f^ 
fairly out of the hiM^bor of. Mja^^aleiwfi, 
the deportment of Q^ptaitt K3aigt>.?Mtl»f^ 
rially changed toward us., ...In jaboq^ 
fourteendays.we made Gu£^m,ane.pf t^ 
Marian Island?, and bere Ca^tajn Eifiight 
WouU have; lefjt us,'but th,o au^^orjUif^^ 
would not pjermit it Aft^r leaving (^un 
am, I had some altfircaitioit wH^,Captfvip 
Knight. During the wJiK>le. passageUL 
had been flick froin„ax)»14# a^haufiicm, 



fatigtte,.and derangeinent of my wbolf 
system, -from the change 6f diet. I was 
lying one night on the heel of the bpw^ 
sprit, wh^n Captain Knight approached 
and ^V0: me a kick. '' What business 
have yoft;. berec asleep ^itVl '. I pleaded 
fl\y 9l^i^sa a|fed;i|l'hea|ltii^: and he . eol- 
Jaiife(l(]«%j lil:fBtiirnM,Uiagriw|p>ith in- 
terest, when he freed. Jaiwpelftfjand mnr 
o^jKiftiigrQi^gir^d a bta^.o£ pistols. He 
^ noMl^ilHSi ^^ '^!^' rhQwev^r ; but on 
our,#iirir4*«rM*nil|^ Wchajeged Geoige 
hxA ;?n* -.witji, ibeingi i?u»ftHr^ oonviotaN 
fjpfnUetv.i EWlandr m«tlneeTfe, pirates, 
d#ifiUt,;jvi|Q{i0p, b«*gpbl«tf, <fcc., Ac, ko. 
AfipQr^giy„w.e,w«|8 put 4jJ chains, car- 
W'i.'f!M^Mfbia>»ATdfa?o?it^4 in the. eala- 

i MiypWi^J^^Wg^We W«4 oiwrs^TCS in 

ent fof itSypuj:pose«i:^iaa.,g^t€^l; or ele- 
gatiAta.^'iniph^^h .,4t,w^;Sftp|iratQd.|rom 
%.i?;^^^<>jf ^e^riflQR by^ftPiR<%n gratis^g^ 
tferoBgl^ v*wh><ihe!rfri^ji|.^Qf ^^etopriso- 
n«r^^opjffir««4 :1firt»*bfn%.hi:3]ty^««h4hia 
grating we saw a large hall, tenantepl by 
iPffi«9^i^%r*utjjw§f jf^rsflijes. p9#sedJ>p a 
'fl%??f <li;i#<>ftB.WPr|cofn^|w^ic^i»g.with 
the} ^piffl.^)igr,jf.*,:ppr9|wftJ^ 
M^l^^j^ SpanU^r^jfrnd 9F^le^ were we 
IffPM^Prr, .•..:\i(:;r...;7r-:!': : ' 

i^^^e. .Iteq^^ntjjyrgctipC!. s\t n\aking. us 
sn^f^JI pres^ii^, .With,., the moiiey. thus 
oJ^J^e^jv.^ fs^^t jondr purchased ,by^ad^ 
a^d meat, but^the. eyes ,of ^gus w«re 
n^ces9ary toi g^QV^ni verification of ,.tha 
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proiwerlr, *^ many a slip 'twixt oup and lip.*' 
flveni after our bit of meat was in the pot 
with the rice,- and we were supeFintending 
its cooking, some dexterous Chinese thief 
would wip it out with his chopsticks, if our 
eje i^trayed from it one moment. Each 
of the prisoners is obliged to prepare his 
own food, in a portion of the priioii set 
apart for that purpose. 

All sorts of ingenious modes of punish- 
ment were practised upon the prisoners for 
misdeeds whila there. It would almost 
fieem the Chinese ingenuity of torture, 
tempered by a little more regard for hu- 
manity than the officers of h^s O^estial 
Majesty possess. Stocks^ confining the 
eolprit in all sorts of positions, many of 
which were as ludicrous as uncomfor^ble, 
dogs, irons and collars, and devices, the 
description of whieh would tire, were in 
continual ezerdse. Flogging was going 
on all day, but the poor devils of Chinese 
came iiA for more than a proportionate 
share of it, and the blows were laid on 
with more hearty good will, as they were 
heretics^ 

We were not without amusement 
George had brought his violin and flute, 
of course, and I had not forgotten the ex- 
erdse^of my heels. Then in the various 
assemblage there was ample amusement in 
watting the different disposal of time^ ac- 
cording to character. <.The Chinese were 
most of them merchants, in a small way, 
tending tobacco, betel, and other * no- 
tions," as a Yankee would say ; and there 
k no better word in the wotldii Stock in 



trade was not wanting^, while there was a 
diance to exercise their expert fingers m 
tricks of sleight of hand. Others would 
operate as barbers, tailors — ^they had a 
thousand resources for busy idleness. 
Spanish blopd showed itself in games of 
chance — cards, draughts, dominoes; and 
the parties would set as gravely and in- 
tently eng^ed as if they had been recrea- 
ting in the palace of a grandee. An occa- 
sional industriotls one wove hats; and 
cooking pilau was the periodical occupa- 
tion of all hands. 

We were never brought to^ trial, and I 
amused myself by writing letters to sudi 
English and American residents as I could 
hear of. The American Consul, and Mr. 
Sturgis, an American resident, visited us 
about a week after our committal, and to 
the latter gentieman I am much indebted 
for his kindness. ^^ 

I indulged in an occasional game of 
draughts with one of my fellow-prisoners, 
a Spaniard, One day he tried to cheat 
me and we quarrelled. As a punishment, 
I was ordered into the lower prison, and 
George was moved with me. This apart- 
ment sacred to the lowest rogues, was by 
no means so pleasent as the upper one. 
Here I assumed the amusement of dis* 
patching letters ; continuing it until one 
day, the deputy jailor came to me with 
orders to put me in close confinement I 
resisted, and in the scuffle was severely 
braisedy and my rigging dismantled. In 
drdef to give me food for reflection, I wai 
s^ieed down to 4 benbh and beaten with 
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oow-hides. Not to fatigue the reader with 
a history of my sufferings and deprivations 
in this prison, and the brutal conduct of 
the American Consul, I will say that no 
trial took place. I had been imprisoned 
to satisfy the malice of Captain Enight, 
and it was not pretended that anything 
could be proved against me. We left 
Mantilla in a Spanish vessel and went to 
Macoa. From Maooa we were sent to 



Canton. From Canton we sailed in the 
Clipper Ship Flying Cloud, Captain Eud 
kin, fcr New-Tork, at whici port we arri- 
ved in September.' We had a pleasant 
passage ; George's flute and fiddle enliven- 
ing the day watches, and to complete the 
band I manufactured a drum out of a half 
barre], by stretching a sheep skin over one 
hea^. • 

Thus ends my narration. 



V 



MUTIIY AT SEA. 



A NARRATIVE . 



OF SOME OF THE MOST ^TRIKINOV EVENTS OF A SBAFARtKO UJ*, WRITTKF Bt 
CAPTAIN ELIAH HOLOOMB, FROM »SjCOLLKCnON, «>» THE BJCNEFIT OF OUtT i 
SEAMESr AN© WATERMEN ON OUR INtAND LAKES AND CANAM. 



Ml having the Mgs Uk' book or jny private Joumoit to refer to lalfdU omii giving data*. 



The wonderful piovideuce of God is ob- 
servable in every transaction. The prima- 
ry object of my undertaking this labor of 
love is to ameliorate the distresses of a class 
of our citizens ^at has been neglected, 
and as it were trodden under foot, because 
they were sailors. What love and respect 
is due them in the darkest days of our his- 
tory : the landing of our fore-fathers at 
Plymouth ; navigating an unknown shore 
at the risk of their lives ! What depriva- 
tions-^what valor displayed with a few 
smafi crafts defending our seaboard — what 
undaunted heroism since, when not only 
our flag was ridiculed and scoffed at, but 
our citizens pressed on board of men-of-war 
of another nation, to fight their battles 
even against their, own connections! In 
the last war with Ei^land, how fearlessly 
they contended for the respect of the 
American flag, which now floats on every 



tending with the most powerful nation in 
the world. Are such bold, feadess, eDte^ 



prising men, not to be esteemed and lored 
by their countrymen, wkose property and 
persons they are protecting through nrach ^^^ 
tribulation and suffering? This happy ^^P^ 
country, through their instrumentality, has 
become respected by the nations of the 
earth, as well as made rich ? and have .we 
so little esteem aqd regard for them, when 
we meet them in the street, almost naked 
and pennyless, in want of a home and a 
friend, to pass by on the other side, indif- 
ferent to their necessities ? Policy would or 
should stimulate us to take thought of 
them, because of their influence, and sym- 
pathy would lead us to remember theme 
because of their desti tuition. Wi^ so 
much ardor and energy they invite our at- 
tention as most useful allies. With so many 
ties of natural kindred as they Itave to us, 
the claims of blood would forbid their being 
neglected l^ their' own oountrymen. — 



> 



sea, and came off victorious, though con-^ (Jojlinaerce owes th'e» a debt she has nev- 



er discharged. Freedom owes them a 
share of her treasures in acknoif lodgment 
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of the vftlor they have displayed in her 
aemoe, in the darkest daye of her < history. 
For them the Bible has promises not yet 
aoeomplished. By every consideration of 
patriotism and gratitude — ^by evevy airgu- 
ment that can plead to interest onr benev- 
olence, lihe lOfe of our native country, or 
of our commoh kindred, we are bound to 
lend a helping hand to r^sethem up, that 
they inay enjoy the comforts of freedom's 
scSi, and Christian's hope of a bleared here- 
after. Then our m^chant vessels can f»il 
the ocean withop demons to man them ; 
the lives otiro officers will be safe from a 
mutinousT crew ; drunkenness, which is 
generally* the cause of mutiny, at sea, as 
■^iC makes men brutes, forgetful of conse- 
quences, will' be reformed. The youth on 
our canals and lakes seem to be trained iu 
that school of wretchedness, in the lowest 
possible society, where every temptation is 
before them,' to denioralize and fit them 
for any desperate deed. This can be in a 
degree remedied by providing a proper. 
^<^ for them to spend their winter montha 

tre they can improve their minds and be 
ining an education, rather than spend- 
itSg their time in whiskey^shops, where eve- 
^species 6f vice is tolerated and encour- 
aged. 

I shjiH^now take occasion to mention a 
few occurrences whieh frequently happen 
at sea, (you will notice the wonderful prov- 
idence of God ail^^Jii^vfbtohful care of 
those who go down to the great ^^i^^md do 
business in the mighty deep,) as thev trar 
pired before the awful mutiny 'which I iam 



about to give you a full accounjt of, that 
you, reader, will be enabled to follow me 
through the tragedy with an eye single to 
the goodnesstof Him that willetb not the 
death of him that dieth, but that he should 
turn abd live, '"^l do it to prove in the in- 
stan<^:o£ the conspiracy, how applicable 
the sentence^ "God make^ the wrath of 
man to praise him." They meant it for 
evil, r but I am persuaded God meant it for 
good, inasmuch as it may be the means of. 
saving many a famishing soul, starving for 
want of spiritual food. I shall now return 
to the facts hinted at, the first when I was 
a sailor before the mast, {ao called.) 

;A man engaged at the end of the g^ 
boom, bearing his weight on the gilrstay 
instead of the hoirfopOf the tackle-fall gave 
way and he Went overboard. The vessel 
was inunediately hove too, pitching heavi- 
ly. He endeavored to get up the boom by 
means of the Btay, working up band ocer 
hand. Another sailor and myself went to 
the end of the gib«hoom to lead the stay 
in, that being the only way to save him.. 
When on the end of the boom, the*^ vessel 
gave a heavy pitch and carried away the: 
gib-boom; Three of us then being Over- 
board, the attention of those on b<;ar<p7as 
turned, to the one who had been longest in. 
the water and was almost sinking, whom, 
with the other, they got on board, myself 
yet struggling to keep above water, being 
but a poor swimmer. Bejng under the 
bow of the vessel, as she pitched heavy I 
''caught hold of the bob-stay though it tooJk 
me dofW%yet when she rose out it brought 
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me up, by which means I was saved. 
This you may say was chance. I believe 
that He whose footsteps are on the deep, 
had something designed for me to do. 

Another : after I had command of thd 
ship Ann, of Boston, -belonging to David 
Hinkley, a, worthy enterprising merchant 
of that city, on my passage from Boston to 
Liverpool, England, in the Autum ; after 
receiving a pilot on board off the Skerries, 
for Liverpool, a sudden gale eame on at 
about 11 o'clock at night The tide not 
answering to go in before the next morn- 
ing the pilot hove too. The next day the 
gale continued blowing furiously, and it 
w;is so foggy that no land was to be seen ; 
therefore the pilot dare not run. The 
next night the weather was the same, oaf- 
rying away our main-yard when lying too 
unden a close-reefed topsail, so that in case 
of wantmg that sail as a last resource, it 
was utterly useless. By the most minute 
drift I found we were near the banks, and 
drifting towards them so fas^that we could 
not keep off till morning. T showed the 
pilot ^Rpfiere I judged the ship to be, and 
requested him to run for the light-house, 
as the only chance of saving the lives of 
the sl^ip's company and passengers, as well 
as the property, which he declined doing, 
as he had not seen any land since he came 
on board, and knew not where we were, 
it being diflScuit for (fee best navigator to 
determine the situation exactly, when lying 
too, in a gale, wiih the tide running ^ne 
way and the other, from seven to nine^ >«i be, and if he discovered it to run down 



knots (or miles) an hour; yet m dif&cult 



as it was, it was the only thing we could 
do as we were situated. - To trust to our 
judgment to lay too, we should eertidnly 
be lost before morning, aioid if we run, we 
could no m>>re'than be lost, though by lay* 
ing too, we might live some two or three 
hours longer. Another consideration was, 
it was now high tide, and if we hit the 
channel we could run in. Near morning 
it would be low tide, and though drifting 
right in the channel, we should be lo^ 
I pointed out these thmjs to the pilot, yet 
he refused to run. Haduere been any 
appearance of the gale's aNnJnge^ I might 
not have been so decided, but as ftiere was 
no appearance of any change fo^the bet- 
ter, I said to the pilot, " If you will n6t->^^. 
run, I will. If I go on shore I will ruil 
on shore ; I will not lay too and drift on 
shore. It is only determining our fates a 
little sooner. By running, there is a small 
chance ; by laying too there is none." I 
gave orders to the mate to have the fore- 
top-sail cl<tf(e reefed as it was got on the 
vessel; the foretop-mast stay-sail set, t# 
pay the vessel off before the wind. Th( 
dore Wright and lady, with my wife, W( 
the only jpassengers on board. After ga- 
ting the vessel before the wind, I putji' 
good man at the wheel and the, pilofaad 
first mate to stand by him ; gaveliwip the 
eourse as I jildged the light to hear, my- 
self ; the second mate an(i| some of the sai* 
lors going aloft tl^Dg^ut for the light 
I to^Nbe^eccmd mate where I thought it 






and let me khqw. I Hien went below and 
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prioked off the coarse and distance we run, 
and then went aloft again, where I soon 
discovered the light, and that if the &hip 

«^^as in the due course I gave them, she 
wag then in the channel between the banks. 
I ran down and look*ed at the compass and 
found that she had been due her counie 
when aloft. I said to th^pilot, "We are 
in the channel, I saw the light bearing 
thus and so." Though he had been a 
branch pilot many years, he was so alarm- 
ed that he knew nj^hingabput any course. 
He wanted, to am the two lights. We 
soon discQ^ered the on# light from the 
deck, buf he was still in the dark. In a 
few mini)kes we discovered the two, nt 
hich he exclaimed, " Oh, my God, we are 
safe I Now I can take your vessel in as well 
as though itwasdaylighU' " Well," said 
I, "take her," That night, at twelve 
o'clock, we were safe at anchor in thd riv- 
er Mersey. That night fourteen vessels 
that had pilots on board, were lost with all 
on board, with the exception of one man. — 
as not this a providence ? I believe I 
actuated by that all wise Being who 

ipareth prayer and answereth our petitions 
ni due time. To God be all the praise. 
Ijjpuld here remark that my taking the 
ship from the pilot would affect the *insu- 
rance; the risk would fall on liheship, 

• but lives were preferred to property, and 
in case the sh|p was lost, there would be 
no one to tell th4i||igM|^ 

At another time, s^ter encou^TtevTitr se 
vere gales during the winter on thc^ Am< 
can coast, being favored with a warm. 



pleasant day in January, eighteen miles 
east of Cape Cod, where we were becalmed 
a part of the day, the ship's decks and rig- 
ging so loaded with ice that she was al-* 
most unmanageable, being warm, w# got 
the decks and rigging clear of ice. HaV 
ing every appearance of an easterly gale, 
made every preparation to receive it, be- 
ing in a dangerous place, a strong current 
from the Bay of Funday setting us on the 
shoals, where many a ship is lost To- 
wards evening a breeze sprang up from the 
N. E., soon began to snow, the wind shif- 
ting to the south ; it soon got to S. W., 
blowing almost a hurricane ; put the ship 
before the wind, to get, if possible, out of 
the Bay ; we got to the north of George's 
Bank, the wind hauled to N. E., ^A^^car- 
ried all sail possible to clear the sAith 
shoal, just cleared that, the wind hauled to 
S. E., we then hove too, the wind blowing 
a tremendous gale, the wind going twice 
round the compass in one week, blowinj 
an awful gale and snowing. In twenty- 
seven days after leaving, within eighteeii 
miles of Cape Cod, we got into IVJ^rtha's 
Vineyard, safe at anchor. It would re- 
quire a more skillful pen to give t(| the 
reader a just conception of our dan«rous 
situation ; for one week from the iitiQ we 
bore away, the ship was reporterf^ in the 
Bay by a schooner I spoke the day before 
— a high premiumwas offered, but no one 
would take tk^risk. One hour after, the 
;ent jgild to my wife that no insu- 
rance could be effected. She received by 
the sam^nnessenger the joyful tidings fbat 
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the sbip had just arrived in Martha's Vine- 

I will relate on^ moreiiarrow. escape^ — to 
the east of Cape Dora, wjiich place , is no- 
ted for pirates, as w«jl. as is all Greece : 
the. Islands in .the Archipelago that are in- 
habited by Greeks, are fearful plaees Cor a 
merchant vessel to navigate* 

I was bound from Asia Minor to Boston. 
Before leaving port, we heard that two pi- 
rate row-galleys Were erasing in the Arch- 
ipelago, and that they had captured two 
British armed vessels. The second day 
out, being becalmed a part^of the day, we 
discovered one of them a distance from us. 
They were row-galleys with twenty sweeps 
on a side^ and had two men at each sweeps 
80 th^they were easily distinguished from 
anyjBner craft. My ship had something 
of the appearance of a roau-of-war when 
seen at a distance. They appeared to he 
afraid to venture too far out before satisfy- 
themselves as to what we were. Be* 
•ore night, however, they seemed deter- 
mined to try us at all hazards, and bore 
away fgjj dis. We having four six poun- 
ders, made every preparation to receive 
thenM and as the wind was, I thought it 
possiBfe to keep them on the starboard 
side. Y^e got our guns on that side, loa- 
ded witI\double he^ed chain and grape 
shot They had morie than eighty men ; 
our number was less J^an twenty. At 
about 6 o'clock, P. M., theVcame up with- 
in about fifty yards, when, 'hwnj 
with a lighted torch at each gun, they were 
ordered to fire all at once. The«ihot did 



aira 
IfJore 



good execution. The boat appeared much 
broken, and on, my next voyage it was re- 
ported that one of the pirate galleys was 
destroyed at that time and place, and but 
one nmn'saved on a la tine spar to tell the 
story. The English anned merchant ves- 
sekstaken and destroyed, and w6 spared I 
Ought I not to j^se my Maker with my 
breath ? 

I shall now give from recollection, and 
in my own language, a correct statement 
of a conspiracy^ tothe ^jgts of which I am 
ready to attest at any t»e ; 5jcts which 
are impressed on vy mind as wtth indeli- 
ble ink, which commenced atrafliyrna, 
Asia Minor. After my ship w^ loaded 
and ready for sea, which was on Saturday^ 
a day on which the family with whom I 
had formerly lived for three years .and four 
months went into the country to spend the 
Sabbath, I deferred sailing until Monday, 
giving orders to the chief mate to receive 
nothing on board susceptible of the plague ; 
neither to suff*er any one to visit the ship 
from the shore or other vessels, and to ak^ 
low none of the ship's ctew to go on shores^ 
as the plague was raging to an alarminik 
degree, and to be in readiness for weighr 
ing anchor when I came from the coutitj^ 
Monday morning, 

I had not yet been on board, but ha^kept 
myself from exposure, as I was in the Van 
Lennep family. On Mon^y morning I 
arrived in SmjjjplBkkJiieob and Richard 
Van fc^Mi^p, where we were informed by 
clerk, that the plague had been com- 
municated on board the ship, the second 
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inkt6 having the blaok vomit. A Jew 
doctor was seiit to examine hiin, who,' on 
his. returnj pronounced it to be the plague. 
I sent for a Tu*kish boat to take, the mate 
on shore, where he was again examined 
by the same doojtor, who still persisting 
that it was the plague, ve were obliged to 
have .him taken to the Plague Hospital, 
where, two days after, he died. The car- 
go ^was then landed and ptit in a ware- 
house^ to undergo a quarantaiie . of forty 
days. It was necessary that the crew 
should go* on shores where th«y. would per- 
form a quarantine, i: agreed with them 
to go on a foint about two miles from toWn, 
where teijts were to be made from the 
sails '-of the ship, to screen them from the 
heat of the day, and from the dew api 
damp air of the night. They were not to 
leaye itfeat place* ttt go to town, <i» :to any 
oAer place where they would be exposed 
to the plague, on condition that they 
should be supplied with *jJroviaions daily, 
and that their wages should go on during 
thie quarantine. After they had remained 
there about, twenty-days, I saw soine of 
them in town. I asked them how they 
c$me to deceive me by breaking their 
promise. I told them as they had broken 
their covenant, and exposed themselves to 
the plagp^j they need not return to the 
point and that no wages would be paid them 
for the time they had been there* They 
returned to the point and. enlisted the 
others in their favor, and agreed among 
themselves that they would, stay; till I vis- 
ited theffl^(\^hich I did every" few days, 



to see that th§y were well supplied with 
provisions, and whether they were well,) 
and then kill me and the man who took 
me up in the boat, and taking my gold 
sratoh, and whiatever els© I Uiight hav^ 
about my person, take the boat and flee 
to. some of the islands for a few months, 
till it would be in a manner forgotten. 
It so happened that I did not accompany 
the man who supplied them with provis- 
ions, ^in til I heaid of their plans. I then 
sent them word that they would receive 
no more supplies from me, as there was 
sufficient proof that they had forfeited all 
claims against me, by frequently being in 
the city, where they must have been ex- 
posed to the plague. Most of them re- 
mained there till the goods were again put 
on board, another crew shipped, and the 
vessel ready for sea; and no doubt they - 
would have given me trouble had I not 
sailed under the escort of a British frigate. 
Jacob Van Lennep . was a passenger on ^ 
i)oard of the frigate, and influenced thtf , 
Captain in my favor. After 'the goods 
were on board it became necessary for me 
to be on board occasionally ; consequemly 
I changed my lodgings to an Inn kept by 
a widow lady. The night I went on board, 
the house was thronged with the old crew. 
The steward came to my room door. I 
went to the door, and upon opening it the 
steward raised his hand, drawing a knife 
tVom his coat sleeve. I shut the door on 
him and locked:* it, and then rung the bell. 
A^erson coming up, I requested that a ser- 
vant might be sent to Van Lennep for the* 
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derk, who came and asskted me in get- 
ting on board. Several of them came 
alongside, with the intention of boarding 
while we were getting under way, but 
were kept off, and we sailed under the pro- 
tection of the frigatei. We had light 
breezes through the night. The next day, 
j[vbich was the Sabbath,) being in the 
Gulf of Smyrna, with a head wind, the 
crew being very, slow and sluggish in wor- 
king the sails, the frigate got far ahead of 
us. After she got out of the gulf, ^he lay 
too for two Or three hours, waiting for us, 
and then filled away. I thought my crew 
and officers wished her to leave us, which 
was evident from what followed. After 
getting out of the gulf, the wind being in 
the N. "^., I J)ore away and ran down be- 
tween Scio and the main. The weather 
was pleasant but I had unpleasant forebo- 
dings of something, I knew not what I 
knew that we .were in a sea where it would 
not be strange if we met with piratical ves- 
sels. My crew, I began to suspect of be- 
ing acquaiAted with that business, being 
all fofeign^rs but one man, and be no help 
to ]g^, as he lived forward with the oth- 
ers. His name was Henry Walch, a son 
of a respectable doctor in Boston ; not a 
very bright youth. Here I began to feel 
myself alone. The officers and sailors 
met frequently in groups forward, and^in- 
der the lee of the long boat, talking low, 
as though consisting about something of 
vital importance. The chief mate was, to 
all appearance, a drinking person, calcula- 
ted ta poison the minds of the t>thers, and 



only a fit compani^ for such as c^«ld^ 
drink from the same iniquitous bowl in 
which he delighted. I naw* began to re- 
fiect on my situati<m, iand !what oouldi bo ^ 
done for my own safety and the safety of 
Henry,. imd of^.the property under my care, 
which required dee^ thought atid^fonitude. 
To show fear would only strenghten and 
encourage them ; to be too severe would 
but enrage th«n. I found that in ehaa* 
ging crews I had bettered myself but little^ 
if any. Like a person with a burning. £»• 
ver changfing Uom side to side— >*ohangiiig 
his plice, but not his pain— so I had chaagn * 
ed my crew, but not their priupiples* I 
thought I could discover guill^ in the 
countenances of the officers %nd' mes as 
they came to the helm. I determined od i 
one thing, which was, to put myself in a 
situation of defence^ so that one, siDgle- 
handed, should not overpower me, unlesi 
I wais taken unawares; . and I hoped short^ 
lyto fall in with some maiM>f-war. I 
•went below and loaded one musket and 
put a bayonet on it, one 'brace of pistols 
which I put under my pillow, and anoth* 
er which 1 put into my pockets, plachig 
one in such a situation that when I stooped 
to examifie the compass, it would fall from . 
my pocket, so that the man at the helm 
might discover that I was annedi^whidi I 
was in hopes would deter them for a time, 
by thinking to themselves that the first 
man whoatta^ed>me might lose his liife, " 
or get wounded at least What influesice 
this had I know not. Why they did liot 
put their diabolical plail : ih ; execution , 
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^!w}iite we itetQ. in tibe Archiipelago, is a 
my^teiy tQitne^; unless they were fearful of 
meetiog 8oni6iiaaii*ofr:wari or being obliged 
to share theor booty witb .otheis*of the same 
stamp ; but be^that as it pay, they sufibred 
iae to pursue my eourse till we passed the 
island of Wio^iifhiki we diHioirere&.a sus- 
picious sail W the ieeimrd of us, which 
was to all ' appearance, a piratical Tessel 
vtanding .toMrdhJs u&: I bore.aiway for her 
and gave her.a bow guo, and mJEMle a for- 
midable appearance by /showing sixteen 
(tins. !I3i^ strange sail .ilbmediately al- 
iped, her iOOiUWb andi ran from ik. But so 
&r as. I was oonQecned^ my condition was 
not bettered. \ Hiad lihey bosorded^ lus and 
{nvred t<i»f be pirates,:as they, most proba- 
bly were, my dr^ and myself w^Hidd most 
pic^ably haremblitkesWord^ or had the 
pnvilege of walking the plank, twoiand two ; 
a tnelreiful way dm^piratiesihaTe^ of getting 
fid of the respons^lity 6f shedding bloddl 
M fidon as I found mybelf dear of the pii 
rate, I altered my eotfrse fotiMadta, thinks 
ing to g€(t assistance from the. Ammcani 
Gfmaul. ; Before we .reached. Malt» one of 
the cnsw arelused to do duty. Had I been 
ignorant of their plans^ his difiobedience 
i^ould, in allp^babillty^ hare brought on 
the crisis, but I knew too well my situs^ 
tion to uttempt to enforce obedience; so I 
made the best I eoiild of the matter. But 
I was soon relieyed by the discovery fpf the 
island from the mast head, when the sailer 
returned to duty. ■- We arrived at Malta, 
one week from Smyrna. ' I wrote to the 
Consul^ telling him my situation; but lie 



answered my letter, saying there were no 
American sailors in port, neither was there 
any others he could get for me, in conse- 
quence of the plague raging so fearfully in 
Smyrna, from which place we had just ar- 
rived. I became well satisfied I could get * 
no help from Malta, and made np my 
mind to try to fall in with our squadron, 
off Algiers, . The nesit day I put to sea, 
with a favorable windt but it soon changed 
and came ahead and remained so for more 
than a week, during which we gained only 
one hundred miles. 

This was a week of watchfulness and 
anxiety for me ; the oflScers and men were 
stubborn and savage, constantly collect- 
ing in groups on ^i forward deck, in close 
consultation, as though they were plotting 
Bonoietlang of importance* Up to this time 
my orders had Weii obeyed, though with 
reluctance. One wee^ from Malta, we had 
a good obs^rviLtion, and found ourselves 
about fifty miles from the island of Savdp- 
ia. The mate wrote up his log. This, is 
a book which every vessel must keep. 
The obseryations are carefully noted; 
change of ^ind, deaths, and in 89|^t, a 
careful history of the voyage, with^pch 
remarks 2k the mate may choose to make. 
On the day alluded to above, the mate, af- 
ter finishing his work in the log, brought 
it into the after cabin, and li^d i^open be- 
fore me, I cast my eyes upon the book 
a^d. after looking over the^;reckoning, dis- 
i?overed the mate remarked as follows : — 
" The n^a have been lopg in a state ot 
MUTINY ; and have thseatened the life 
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of the Captain. One man, a Spaniard, has 
volunteered to do tbe deed with a dirk he 
has in his chest ; they then intend to heave 
the Captain overboard, run the ship on the 
Barbary coast, take the gold, (they sup- 
posed there was a large amount of specie 
on board,) load the -boat with opium and 
silks, and after sinking the ship, go to some 
Island and report th^ vessel lost. But I 
thought it only sailor's talt until to-day; 
I now find they are bound as one man, 
and fully determined to commit the deed 
— and furthermore, they have threatened 
my life." , 

After reading these remarks, I sat still 
for a moment, thinking of my situation. 
Alone ! nothing in sight but the water be- 
low and the blue sky above, and not one soul 
on -board in \Yhom I coidd place the least 
confidence ! But no time was to be lost*, 
something must be done, and that quickly. 
If I altered the ship's course, they would 
si^ect me of having discovered their plot, 
ai|d that would be immediate death for 
me. And if we continued on, by night 
we would be where they had resolved to 
kill^e and take- possession of the vessel. 
. I hM no time to lose, if indeed, I cottld do 
anything to save my life. After a mo- 
ment's reflection, I determined to try to 
save, my life by stratagem. But how to 
reduce my stratagem to practice, was the 
important question. I resolved to make a 
confident of ^e mate— the very man 
who had in the beginning headed the con- 
spirators * It was a desperate game, but 
desperate as it waa, I had bo choice. 



called the^ward, aiid tola him to 1^ 
the mate, to step into th^-oabto^ In a fetr 
moments the mate made his iippearanc^, 
much agisted and shedding tears: I 
pointed to the log and saidito him, ^^ Wlxat 
does all this mean !" -He tepiied, ^^ It- is 
a fact. Captain," ^ What i» iftct ?" aiid 
I. — ^ Why", they intend to tdds your.iKfa, 
and mine too,, wben wa.are nap ■> with Sar- 
dinia, as written in tha Ic^.?' ^ asked bow 
he knew it to be a fact now: any more thj^ 
before ? Why, said I;»may it. not all be 
sailor's talknoSv, as you th©ughi«it to-b| 
before ? He said he Had'> become convin^ 
ced by recent nooveikeDts,' And .the' unant^ 
inity .which prevailed] aaibng, them, iJiat 
they were deternaitted.t© cany their flot 
into operation* . Yes, said i^ you know iti 
now theiy have threatened yout life. You 
now begin to think they are/ in earnest. 
This is not entirely new to nae^ said I, for 
I hav6<read you for. some time past, and 
have been |yrepaxed for the wdrst . I told 
Mm that I had< marl^ed him for the ring^ 
leader of the plot ; the mate of the vessel, 
the only person on board that I could make 
a confident of, for him to head a mutiny, 
and lead men on to commit such horrid 
crimes was most wicked and unnatural I 
spoke in this manner to him for' some 
time, to satisfy myself dT his sincerity. Hb 
appeared humble, and in truth, he had trea- 
son t9 feel humble ; for whatever part h€i 
might ha>ve taken in ike . commencement 
of the conspiracy, it was now quite certain 
that he had lost favor with the others ; 
and Uifey, for their greater safety, had re- 
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l3K)Md4o sebd iiitoj with me, into eterni^ ! 
ThereasdA of their ttreat^inig the mate's 
Mfe, ' a»'I leariiedi' was th« ditisioii''' of flie i 
cfif^ey- fie contending fot' turitlMe^-s^' 
he wai ati officer, they insisting ;on^ii 
e^tfl division, as they were equally' coBf- 
ckiiedin^^'theihutfny itod* would fcave- tt> 
suffer ^e ^ame j^uniiibmeni in' «aS« * bi be- 
ing -fleteoted. ''' ■"'' '*' • ' ' -^ • • 
'■ Here I would pausfei fiJr IP mom^rii 
R€fade'r,'"in*iigine yourself 'in my' sttuatiofl, 
with= a- bl(J6d-thirsty • crew dfttomined 'dti 
your dfestriiction in:a;fe# ftoura j ftlofeerttli 
Qih o(i6?^n' J no cireaiture b^ihg Hear tc^ccfeBp- 
^V*wikih'j all- your enemiis inxioUsIy wai-; 
ting tb arrive at the "jfece agreed dpon, to 
assi^inate ydu and '(iivi(te the money^the 
price of blood. The thoughts ■ of leavinga; 
beloved' wife -and numerotls relations Who 
are dailjf- arixioiisly expecting your returti, 
after jan absence of three years 'istnd uiie 



"wafefair' difliferent. Only two against a 
ship*^ crew— ^the treachbrous mate and'ffifjf- 
sdf, and he, in all probability, would hav6 
l^ift nife ix) fight single-handed, in hopes bf 
thdi' sparing'' his life. ' : ' 

It is difficult at all ^imes to look into thfe 
humaii heart; and still more difficult islft 
\&itac6' sikd understand the thousand cad- 
sefif Wliicfi' may operate upoh^nd iiiflUeiifee 
it. ( Oftfit it was 'not very difficiili for me, to 

ft ' ' r 

see that'thia mate • ecynsidered his life in 
'dknget: ' Y6U will^ readily Mi^^ that 
stfei ifeHiation^is 'sufficiently dreadful A) 
ms&e tile i^tbUtest beart quail. I told hij 
to sit' down, -aM as fer as possible to com- 
piisla'biai feelings*' ahd' 'when' sufficiently 
'calm/ to'go'on deck and pursue his duty 
feiiAeisly, aifit say nolShing to. any of ' the 
cr^j for that Would be quick and certain 
death for us both, f theU •H^Wltbe 
mat!e, seeing I had to confidAin him, ^^t 



mdnths, to benioan your detention ; to) tMfe'te* was but one' ^ay for us to save 6ur- 



think how anxious will be the inquir/'^ cif! 
every sail that heaves iii sight, '"Is. 'it the 
ship Ann ? Does she brihg no tidings" of 
her ?" How' distressing the thought to i;hei 
tbrobbing heart-^suspense-~tiever he'aiing 
of the awful tragedy. 'Weeping nighfe' 
and awful dreams fire likely to foUOw* sin 
affectionate ' breasl^^ill'^ V'eBeved 'by" deaths 
'She mutiny oti board the "Som'ers,' ^hich 
mtl^t be fresh to your ' recollection, dbiild 
hardly have been a resemblance 6f this, 
There were ' liiany Americaii officers and 
sailors to devise jflans ; to watch theft be- 
iavior, and at least sbme chance of over- 
powering the' mutineers.' But with me it 



^tfves, aid that is by stratagem) a Tew 
hoiirs T^ill find us near Sardinia, iii^he 
night ; the very time and place set apart 
for the concluding act in thi^fien^gjrplot. 
And so difficult" is the plan that I have hit 
upon for us to save our lives, that a lingle ' 
mis-step, or a careless word, will omt us 
both our lives. You are now satisflfed thj^ 
the crew have doomed you as well as me ; 
and you have made up your,mi»d to isave 
yourself or die li^th me. 
- It Is well known ij;^ the Jew, 1' contiii- 
ued, that the Americav squadron is off 
Algiers, and we must make, them believe 
that we are among the fleet to-night, be- 
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for^ ve jpffit u,p 'wifch=ihe islaad, \Th^ m\ji^ 
prevent the^ Ufm.' ca^jing their pla^ 
into; exeontioft ; to-night. Ifpw, to deceive 
itti^y when yo%j^m0 on deck^ after r, ^i^- 
ner, I shall find somejault with jou i^^Pjt 
the . rigging ; pf the shfip aQd her . gen^sral 
^appearanqe^ as not bejjng. in a fit condHip^' 
-to he yisjted' \>j pur .officers, wi1;h. who^v I 
aflji,^lf»ec(l4ng to meet, evi^ry houp. '^f ypM 
,]se^p all h^ds on declc ^usily Qy^^ojf^^ 
at the rigging, and whatever cowimap4;l! 
giYe yQUjIshallgivemjreaspns^so v^,^.\^p 
, jbfiem h^nxi^- By tjhisuieaw. JsJiajU ft^pj 
^(l^ir hands an^ their .mind^,^mpipyed*.-|Tr! 
My abject was to get them fst^igued, S9;t;hait 
when, they had an opportunity of going ))^-; 
low, they would f^el disposed tp. rtejsp. . and '' 
leave putting, their plans in fop oe for th? tinae i 
being. Towards pight I will requj^t,^^pu 
to g^)j|il|||Land look outfpi* a sail. •. ^.do- 
iij^ that yen* ^lust iise all the skill you, arp 
Hiaster jof, and if you .panpot discpypr, anp' 
ihmg, jost before sunael^ou must report onej 



.th|Ciat,»j;id heave me overl^pai^^ Norwaf 
this alL ;; Before^ I had been the possefr- 
apif oCmjy :p;wp secants j and alt^oi^gh th^gf 
.iQi(^4i#i>^!%P^^A|>^7 would overpower ine» 
J, w^ prepared to sell, my. life a^ d^v j^ 
po^i^0.:if) But M. oasf) the.,mat;e .^ho^ld 
pray^ 4oubly trdaQheffttw, ^he^nqpemv^J 
tofetitrap m«;I sboiUM, be without e^^n 
that chance. It is one of the mpst 44|BettU 
thingli;tP*b, ife l^m^ po|xfid^»ce in aafjan 
whonir you )cnow jbo have beea^, i a^ traitor. 
Such WAS: TODji case. I had novr oopimif^ted 
imy»,w«e^,tp^man, who, a; ,day or : two 
before WW maturing, a pjaiv to ca^t Wj 
thvpat, and takejKDi#mand of tiie sbip/^inoL- 
self. It was difii<fri||ktp see how;he could b^ 
-soblack-heartedarviliain then, and hon- 
:e»t fijow; One thing at least was ^c^ertain. 
4.v.feW; hours would tell the. story, and 
whateiverjmy fate was to bp, I, b^gan to 
feelapidpus to know the^ worst. 
. , After dinner, the mate came . on deck. 
T was as usual, walking the quarter-deck, 
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p^pihe starboard bo Wj just off thetislap^ of and any conversation between hiin and na^ 
^.aji;dinia ; then after looking a few minutes 
long||\ report another larg^ man-o(-war on 
th^ laiward quarter, ;^owards the Ba^bayy 
* 9oa||. This, you see, will lead them toi 
thinl that we are right among the Amer- 
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would be heard isy the man at tjie helm, 
and ,he, when relieved, would go below 
aujd communicate it to the rest of the crew. 
i turned to th^iqiate and said,, now- we 
bave^ fair wind, and very likely shall fall 
a^uadron, and as a- matter of safptyJ in with the squadron, and b^ detained, 
_.-ii j_i.-_ .1- j.t i. .1 ..„ 1 1 perh^p^loseamight's rui^^ and.have some 

of our crew taken ovjt I then madp men- 
tion pijthe rigging 9f the. ship, as not W 
ing seame^like, and not ^ I would like to 
hav^ her seen by any of our menrof-war. 
I gave orders to have all hands called up. 



tkey wiU defer the execution of their hel-i 
lish pjTOJect till we are clear of the fleet. 

I then dismissed the mj^te, who went on^ 
dfck, apd I ^ left rione to. think of my 
dreadful situanfen^ ohut up ,in my own 
cabin, surrounded by a rebellious crew. 



who^were only waiting for night to ciit-myjand when they were on deck,' gave orders 
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t6 tHe mtt^ about wbftt: I ^aa^ed do»e ; 

[ maBaging to saff all tiiis in fii<e lieari% of 

^. the men, who'were busily eiigaged attbeit 

■ '■ •' • • .■ °* > '" •-. 
work ; frequently .expressing my feps tbat 

5^ thei j^quadron would fall in with us; before 
i we: could put ^he ,ship' in a aondit^n to re- 
ceive them. I kept tbem pretty steadily 
at wort, not knowing wbAt i&bment niy 
', &blood was to stain the deck of my own ves- 
c^eli Towards night I requested the mate 
. *.^to go aloft and look oujb i(>F a sail , .After 
. .^^remaining oh the topsail yard i for some 
"^ time,' he sung but " I can't see anything, 
' sir." I then told him to go on to the top 
- ' gallaw^ard, which he did, and in about 
'ten itfinutes,sungouty:,"Saitho !" "Where 



.'^vw&f r said L *' Oathd starboard hOwf 
" What does she appeir like !" « Oitit tell^ 
she is a great way off." Pretty soon/'Ite 
reported another on the le^-quarler, and 
just before the sun went down,^Jie repor- 
ted them to be large ves^b, lit© meprof- 
war, standing towards^ us. Then, said I, 
wp are surrounded by our #<juadr6ii'. By 
this time night had set in* and how well 
my plan had worked, .eould oniy bQ se^;i 
by what followed. * A sl'ender thr^d it i&, 
upon which hangs human life.' The l^st 
' failure in this stfatagem would have 'been 
instant death to the mate, and myself 4n 
Henry. The very trick itself would t^, 
them of our weakness and our fears ; ajld 
tell them also, in tmniistakable language, 
thai all they had to do to succeed, was but 
to make the effort. I- knew it to be a fact, 
that wheh metn are in imminent 'danger, 
they note witjbi intense anxiety the min- 



utest ciroi:|m8taiic6^,Mdriattaeh the gtear ; 

test impotMnc^''tb''thiett;-abtid howfeVSr 
amaif tbiis manceiiver inay appeal to ihe 
landsman who was never out of sight of 
land, I have .reason ijtq. believe tjiat the 
prepearationitf made tbata^moon .tGr inake 
our vessel appetft-w^ll In caser we should ; 
fall in with the sqtladrdn, and my fre- 
quent mention of our near approach to 
lt,.add^dmuch to our safety, of seeing 
the two Aaik at a^gre^t distaiice', just her. 
fore sunset, and did* mkke the crew defer 
thieir plot till a taoib convenient season. 

The next morning we saw no sail ; and 
near sundown the mate resorted to ,t}ie 
•manteuvre befcre' mentioned— how wdll 
it succeeded the sequel will show. %e 
next morning we discovered a frigate 
running down for us, which proved toJ 
an English no^an-^^f^war., ,9e fir^'agunl 
ahead of ufijafe paid no afcteiacion to St 
becausg we ' wilhed to 'speak to him. His 
fired a gun aii:other j^hot ajieacf ; I knew'^ 
then I must show my colors, or he would 
fife the next intpi jus. I told the mats^ 
to hoist the colo?Si UnioA down; he ]^f0- 
«>; they. then ;hftal.ed to windward TML 
stood off. 1 told' the mate to take a rem ' - 
of the; cplorisj'aiid hoist the^. half-ma ' 
d ^ Bh,ow them that we were in distresi 
^e did so„ but they paid no. attentioD 
it. It isvimposfliblerfor ns^e to deaftbe^ 
tty feelings on this bCCfapibni Jtt|A|^g 
at half-mast is a gignal^olldislraK-^^att- *^ 
g^age 'understood . by alr-'Mtions ; apd 
tjiat commander whp jdis^jBgards it^ is un- 
Y^itj^yihe tiftme'. There I ^as wjth^ 
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life ti^redteiied : and I. had no goo^ rea- 
son to believe that I should live to see 
another morning. But the Captain cared 
little or. nothing for that — I could get 
no help from him. ' 

We 'then' haured^^down our colors 
stood away. on our caurse^ being then 
pa$t Algiers, and. I d^ ^tf intend to run 
in sight of land for fear they might see 
the cqast clear of vessels, and take ad- 
* vantage of the times. In the a|tornoon 
we fell in with the American Hoop-of' 
war Fire-Fly, Capt. Rogers, bound for the 
squadrop. I hoisted Jiny ■ colors and hove 
too ; he sej^t his boat alongside, v-vith or-, 
ders not to board, if we were from Smyr- 
ipa, as the plauge raged there at an alar- 
ming extent. '\ 
^'S, requested the Lieutenamt to ask the 
Qaplfiin to|a;^Do till I could come along 
side.' I went tfl^board and. related what 
had taken place ofl^board my ship, and 
^assistance, ^be commander re- 
he'twas shdtt-manned, and 
puld spare none ; neither Jbuld he re- 
bive any of my men on board his vessels, 
. account of the plague, an,4 as I was 
fiot manned according to the marine law, 
he did not feel bound to assist me. Af- 
Wr much Conversation, I became satisfied 
Wtl^i could not get the assistance I wan- 
and requested him to supply me with 
s, and to lay by me imtii I could put 
ringleaders in i^ons., "^hen the irons, 
passed on board, the sailor^ looked 
tewhat confused ; the irons on deck — 
|an-of-war alongside — how different 
specting me -to have known their 
the mate to see how many, 
rere, kfld thj^n told him to 
have the st 

and then orJwnred all handV^afti 
looked pale and alarmed.' 
I Bfoke to the Spaniard ahd tolc 



to go forward and bring the kntfS he haS 
threatened to isskssinate m.e with, which' 
he did. I then asked him if that wa» 
the knife he intended to kill me with ? 
He said, yes, sir. 1 threw the •knife 
overboard and ordered the mate to • put 
ithe villai%. in irons, hand and foot. He 
said not* a word. We then put five morfe 
of the ringleaders in irons, and confined 
them in tUflferent xooms,and gave them 
^strict orders to speak to no one except 
myself. • ' ' 

I then hauled down my colors and filled - 
away on my course for Gibralter, order 
iir\g the remainder of the cr.ew to go to 
their duty, and not let me hear a word 
from any of them ; and I also made them 
show some respect to the mates, although 
^om my h^art I despifled them. ' 

1 shall not try to enter into their h.earts • 
to^ describe their fee-lings, when in solita,-^- 
lyijonfinement they had full opportunity 
to think of their situation. There can 
be no doubt but the Spaniard spoken of, ' 
who had vcjlunteered tc do the deed, was 
a perfect murderer, .It is difficult* to seie 
how he could expect mercy, when he, 
owned to my face that he had volunteer- . 
ed to stab me. *He was without doubt 
an old pirate, and in all Jprobability had 
murdered many. Many have expressed 
surprise that I had not .punished them ; 
when in my power, as far as the laws of 
the li^d would justify me in. My motto 
i*^ " if thy enemies repent, forgive them." 
f believe tiie refliection of returning good 
fe>l*intended evil, has been ten-fold more 
satisfactory than that which could be an-' 
ticipited from being an instrument of 
thejr misery. - Their after conduct and 



They 



tol^kii 



t run up and se^jpd. behavior manifested sorrow; and repen- ^ 



lanee. The all-wise Being preserved my 
life, and I leave them in his hands. 
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